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consummated. It is true, Texas was compelled to 


- get the coquette a little; but she finally brought Un- 


cle Sam to his senses, and the union was consum- 
mated. Uncle Sam, with his stars and stripes in 
his right hand, was seen approaching in the dis- 
tance; and as he drew near the hymeneal altar, 
Texas, the interesting young virgin of the South, 


was seen leaning on his arm, the ring of ‘ annexa- | 


tion”? on her finger, and her countenance indica- 


, country, and in support of the position taken by | that aristocracy. 


} 


t] 
| 
| 
j 


| 


our Chief Magistrate upon this great American 
question, and Oregon will be ours, and the country 
be redeemed. 

But a great deal had been said in this debate 
about the British lion. Let him but grow], let him 
assume a menacing attitude, and on some lofty 
peak in Oregon—perchance Mount St. Helen’s, 


| 15,000 feet above the ocean-level—the armor-bear- 


ting that she had confessed that she loved, and || er of Jupiter will be found perched on its veriest 
|| summit, with talons more formidable than the 


blushed that she had owned it. They stood be- 
fore the hymeneal altar; and whom found we there? 
James K. Polk, the political high-priest, with the 


license in his hand, ready to pronounce the mar- | 


riage ceremony. The union is consummated; and 
now, while the monster lies writhing in agony and 


issuing his expiring groans at the base of the hy- | 
reparations are | 


meneal altar, while the funeral 
making, Uncle Samand Texas sit down to the feast; 
and while this monster is consigned to the grave, 
and is already undergoing the loathsome process of 
decomposition, and becoming the food for the grave- 
worms, Uncle Sam and Texas are conducted to the 
marriage chamber, and there, in the arms of affec- 
tion, multiply and become exceedingly fruitful. 
But now, shall his back be turned on her twin- 
sister? He did not wish to be understood as intima- 
ting that Uncle Sam was a modern Solomon. But 
Uncle Samhad lost none of his devotion to her twin- 
sister; he was still determined rey as ever to 





afford her that protection which he had vowed; he | 


was still for adopting the daughter of the North, 
and she would be admitted into the Union of these 


drawn; politicians might seek to make political | 


capital, but the public opinion would bring Oregon | 
: If he were James K. || 
he did not pretend to attempt to advise || 


in. The proms were for it. 
Polk, (an 


him,) while these little cliques—while these little 


germs of new parties were forming—he would run | 


out his largest locomotive; he would get the steam 
up, he would put on the wood, and take in the 
water, and hitch in the Oregon car, and those who 
attempted to resist it he would crush them in its 
onward progress. The people would sustain him 
in it; the people were for it; the people will 
have it. 

But they were told occasionally of the horrors 
of war, and that the country was not prepared; 
that the country is in no condition to go to war. 
Do you want a Chinese wall from the extreme 
south to the north, and then around the frontiers 
from east to west? Will you ever have it? A 
nation of twenty millions of freemen, with two 
millions of soldiers that can be raised—with inter- 
nal resources abundant to sustain them—with six 
hundred thousand stand of arms—with cannon 
in proportion—can such a people be conquered? 
Why, the enemy my burn up a few towns, may 


| 
| 
| 


sack a few cities, before we become entirely pre- | 


pared; but the result will be that these outrages 
will tend to excite the patriotism of the country to 
& more determined and vigorous resistance. All 
the Chinese wall we want is a united heart and 
united hands on this great question. Let us feel, 
all, Americans; let Whigs and Democrats rally 
around the altar of our common country, and 
Swear that our gods and our shrines shall all be 
crumbled into dust together before we will surren- 
der one square inch of Oregon. Let us resolve, 
and it will be done, and the whole of our country 
will be secured to our possession. Yes, the fe- 
males of the country will be with us. When 
cites are besieged, when towns are sacked, when 
the country is invaded, the females of our land 





would come forward and offer up their last dollar; 
yes, further, as a test of their patriotism, they | 
would offer their rings and their jewels from their 
persons; and they would not stop there, but they 
Would take their locks from their foreheads, and | 
Weave them into bowstrings, with which to throw 
the arrow of defence into the bosom of the inva- | 
ng foe. Yes, the women of this day would be | 
found as patriotic as the wives and daughters of | 
our sires of the Revolution. And let but Whigs 
and Democrats all rally around the altar of our 











glittering spear of Mars, with an eye which does 
not wince, though coming in contact with the sun’s 
brightest ray; the British lion will be descried in 
the distance, if he shall dare approach, and if he 
shall moor to our shore, he will descend from his | 
elevated position, and, issuing a scream of bolder 

defiance than he has ever before heard, will strike 

terror to his heart, and cause him, cowering and | 


| shrieking beneath his penetrating talons, dastardly 


to retreat, with the reeking blood dripping from 
his mane, from a soil that he has dared to pollute | 


by his impious tread. We will not track him in 
blood around the globe, but we will drive him for- | 


ever from this continent. 
But a moment of Mr. J.’s hour remaining, he | 


| expressed his acknowledgments to the House for | 


its attention, and resumed his seat. 


| 
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All his sympathies were with 
the people of England, who werejstruggling against 
the institutions which oppressed them, and which 
were fastened upon them by war. They had been 
degraded to their present position by glorious war, 
and it would not be the fault of members of this 
House if our people also should not be degraded 
to that condition in which, for a shilling a day, 
they would hire themselves to the trade of murder. 
Why was this deadly hate manifested against Eng- 
land? Say what you will, her lights of civil and 
religious liberty are brighter than those of any 
other country of Europe. Nowhere was the Jib- 

| erty of spent and of the pen greater than in Eng- 


| land; and the blush came sometimes tingling to his 
' 


cheek, when it oceurred to him that, in this re- 
spect, Great Britain was farther advanced than 
| some portions of our own country. The spinit of 
| liberty first arose in England-—there were breathed 
| the first aspirations for liberty. It inspired the 
| Hampdens, and the Vanes, and our pilgrim fathers; 
and it brought the first Charles to the block. And 
now, among the middle class in England, and 
| among those whose names are great without titles, 
| there were many who are battling for freedom. 
| He granted that England was arrogant, but so was 
France and Russia, which nations were more a7 
| ligate, despotic, and insidious. He granted all 


Mr. WOOD having obtained the floor, addressed || that had been said about the rapacity of England ; 


. . . « 
the committee. He believed, he said, that every | 


| but had not France been guilty of the same con- 


one was now convinced that this House was di- || duct? Had not Russia extinguished the nationali- 


vided into three distinct divisions. 


gotiation; and lastly, those who wished to go up 
to 54 degrees and 40 minutes; and were, therefore, 
for war. As he represented a State which would | 
have no small share of the fighting to do in the 
case of a war, and no small share of the glory of 
a victory, he felt obliged to offer some remarks on 
this subject. He would not boast of the courage 
of the people of his State; they were wise enough 
not to seek a fight, and gallant enough not to shun 
it. All draughts upon their courage or their patri- 
otism they would pay at sight. 

The speeches which he had heard here carried 
us back to the dark ages, and we heard the Black 


|| Douglass gathering his followers for a foray. He | 


could not invoke a war, which only elevated brute | 
courage, and whose only effect was a scourge on 
ourselves. Not only to the people of this country, | 
but to all Christendom, would we be accountable 
for plunging this country into awar. He admired | 
the moral courage of the gentleman from South | 
Carolina, [Mr Ruerr,] with which he had strip- 
ped war of its tinsel, and exposed its skeleton to 
view. Let novel-reading girls, and love-sick boys | 
talk of the glories of war; but they were cae 

ing to men of sense. He had regretted to hear | 


the revolutionary war spoken of in connexion with || 
the war now invoked; and it appeared to him al- |, 


most sacrilegious; it was virtually confounding the | 
patriot with the brigand. But he had some other 
reasons for being opposed to a war. Let it be | 
anted that you may succeed, and let your plans, | 
ike Captain Bobadil’s, be imagined to be feasible. | 
Let us suppose that you may succeed: what will | 
be the consequence? You will work a victory | 


over yourselves. You will inflict the greatest evils | 


1} 


on your own country. You will demoralize it. || 


You will sweep away its democracy, and erect | 


- its ruins a military aristocracy. Nor is this || 
al 


- You will arrest the progress of liberal opin- | 
ions in the whole world, and especially in England, | 
where principles of free trade were rapidly extend- | 
ing, and could only be put down by our own infi- | 
delity to them. 
in both nations, and ultimately throughout the 
world, unless they should be arrested by war. 

It was very much the habit with gentlemen here 


First, those || ty of Poland? 
’ « 
| who were against the notice; and next, those who || Euxine? And on the northwest coast, was she not 


States. Prejudices might be attempted to be ex- || were for the notice, but in favor of continued ne- | 


cited; new party lines might be attempted to be || 


|| no part in that game either. 


t- || 


Had not Russia come down to the 


in possession, by treaty, of a part of our — 
| title? It was true that they have all abused their 
power ; but we were not the avengers. ‘* Ven- 
| geance is mine, saith the Lord.’ It was madness 
/and folly to run a tilt against all these Powers. 
| Nothing could equal its absurdity, save that of the 


|| man who wanted to fight the locomotive and op- 


| pose its progress, declaring that it was nothing but 
| a cooking-stove put on wheels. 
| Thegentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ruetr] 


| had said that one of the games playing here was 


got up for the purpose of making great men great- 
er and little men great. New York, he assured 
that gentleman, had no hand in such a game. Ay, 
| sir, she is the last State in the Union that will 
plunge this country into a war for the aggrandize- 


| ment of any individual. Another game has been 


spoken of—a compact between those who pres. 
ed Texas and those who wanted Oregon. He had 
It had been intimated 
| that the votes of those who, like himself, bad op- 


|| pores the annexation of Texas had been influenced 


| by acertain distinguished northern statesman, (Mr. 
Wright.) The insinuation was unjust and untrue, 
He knew nothing of that gentleman’s opinions 
| either in regard to Texas or Oregon. He did not 
| represent him or any other individual. He repre- 
sented only his own district, and no man stood be- 
| tween him and his constituents. 
| It had been said that Texas and Oregon were the 
ery at the late election for the Presidency. He 
| trusted that no President would ever be elected that 
| had not some other qualifications than a mere cry; 
| yet he voted for Mr. Polk, and he did so on ac- 
| count of his integrity, honesty, and capacity, and 
not of any party cry. Mr. W. had not voted 
against Texas, he said, because he was hostile to 
| the South, as had been supposed. He had no such 
motive, though he had seen the time when it was 
| proposed as a sine qua non recommendation for the 
| presidency that the candidate should be identified 
with the peculiar institutions of the South. 
In regard to a distinguished member of the late 


hese principles would triumph || cabinet, who had been referred to in this connexion, 
| he said he would give him great credit for many 
'| admirable qualities, and he believed that the posi- 
| tion which he now occupied was for the time dis- 


to denounce England; but the England of 1775 and || tinctly defined; and he was willing to give him 
1812 was not the England of 1846. The most ef- || credit for sincerity in opposing the notice. 


fectual means by which we could now attack ra 
land was by peace, and not by war. The on 


He (Mr. W.) did not suppose, however, that 
the notice would lead to a war; he believed rather 


means by which that aristocracy, which was built ‘| that the * masterly inactivity,’’ as it had been 
up by wars, could be put down, was by the long || called, would lead to a war. vEne this inactivity 
He had no sympathy for || had been called masterly he could 


continuance of peace. 
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unless it was the policy of masters, and very || 
young ones, too. 


gard to it, without recourse to the musty records 
which others could examine as well as himself. 
Every one, he believed, had conceded that Eng- 
land had some claims to the country of Oregon. 
Whether their title was derived from the Nootka 
Sound treaty, from the explorations of McKenzie, 
from proximity or contiguity, or from our own 
concessions, it was immaterial to consider. He 
believed that our own title south of forty-nine was 
unquestionable, and if the position of the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Owen] was true—and he 
believed it was—it was good to 49° 50’; because 
Spain had a settlement, at the time of the conven- 
tion, at that point, and that Great Britain had 
abandoned all claim to any territory south of that 
oint. 

He believed that we had claims founded upon 
exploration and discovery, which, putting the 
Spanish title out of the question, would carry us 
up to 49°. Some had claimed that we went a lit- 
tle further—to 52°. Mr. Rush had claimed that 
we had a clear title up to 519. What, then, is the 
question at issue?—whatis the matter at stake, 
which is to plunge two great nations, the most 
civilized in the world, into a war? It was a strip 
of land of two degrees. Sir, should we fight or 
nerotiate for two degrees on the northwest coast? 

Three times had we offered 49°, and that was 
the line which was marked out by the treaty of 
Utrecht, and also by proximity and contiguity. 
Would we be justified before God and the world 
in madly seeking a war upon such a quarrel? 
Gentlemen here had talked of the great value of 
the country north of 49°, and some of them had 
even said, that without it, or a portion of it, Orevon 
would not be worth a rush ; but Captain Wilkes, 
who had explored that coast, did not go beyond 
49°, and yet had found very valuable harbors. 
South of 49° was the most valuable portion of the 
country. * 

Puget’s sound, Hood’s canal, and Admiralty 
inlet, were all south of 499°. P 

The gentleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Jonnson] 
had said that the termtory actually in dispute be- 
tween the two countries was between 462 and 49°, 
He had never heard this before. It had been said 
that American enterprise could not succeed in 
Oregon until the British were driven out. This 
was a reflection upon the American character; for 
whoever heard of an instance in which Americans, 
placed side by side with the people of Great Brit- 
ain, orany other nation, could not compete with or 
outstrip them in any enterprise? All that Ameri- 
cans asked for was good ports, and, with them, 
they could rival any nation in commerce without 
the protection of any powerful incorporated com- 
pany, or the patronage of the Government. Con- 
trast this city (said Mr. W.) and its badly regu- 
lated concerns with those cities which depended on 
themselves, and mark what a difference there is 
between them. 

The popularity of the President of the United 
States a not on his 54° 40’, but upon his 
moderation and wisdom, which were the true 
causes of his popularity. He regretted to see re- 
solutions offered in this House reflecting upon his 
course, anda compliance with which was to be the 
price of his forgiveness, by a certain portion of 
this House. If the notice were given, and nego- 
tiations were not opened, he supposed that Great 
Britain would fill Canada and Oregon with troops, 
and make great naval preparations at the Bermu- 
das and Halifax. But she would not strike a 
blow. She would await our action; and if we 
proceeded to annex Canada, or take the whole of 
Oregon, then we would have war to the knife. 

But he had too much reliance on the moderation 
and patriotism of the President to suppose that he 
would take such a course. He supposed that he 
would settle this question by the law of nations, 
and not by the law of popular acclamation. He 
believed that the good sense of both nations, in- 
timately connected as they were by commercial 
relations, would prevent them from rushing madly 
into a war, merely for the adjustment of a title 
which could only lie settled by negotiation at last. | 

Were we to go into such a war, we would soon | 
find that there was a vast difference between de- | 
fending our own country, and carrying on a war | 
of aggression upon another. 


| he be mistaken as to the result of our counsels, and 





| Why did we not refit our navy and procure mate- || 
|| lic opinion was opposed to a war; and we might | 


_ no war would come so long as popular opinion was || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.. 


But if we anticipate such a war, what were we | 
} 
| 


|| to do? Why did we not strengthen our fortifica- 
He would not discuss the question of title; but | tions; and furnish them with cannon, fifteen hun- 
he would merely lay down some positions in re- | dred pieces of which would be at least wanted? | 


rials fora steam marine? The truth was that pub- 


ery war in vain till we were black in the face, and | 


opposed to it. If our measures should be carried | 
out, after giving the notice, war would be ‘inevita- | 
ble. He was for giving the notice, but not for || 
pushing the ulterior measures to such an extreme | 
as to put the question beyond negotiation. Should || 
| 

} 

war should come, it was not by impulsive courage || 
that we could carry it through. War was now a | 
science. ‘This war was not to be fought with rifles, || 
nor behind cotton-bags, but it was to be fought | 
amid the crossing of bayonets, the thunder of can- 
non, the roaring of Paixhans, and hissing of || 
shells. It was to be fought on the ocean wave, || 
man to man, gun to gun. It was not impulsive | 
courage which gave us our triumph even in the | 
war of the Revolution. 
The privations and pestilence of the camp broke || 
down the courage of the most enthusiastic patriots | 
even in the first and second campaign. This was 
not to be a war that was to be decided by a single 
battle or a single campaign, and, as in the Revolu- 
tion, we would have at last to rely upon the cool 
and calm courage and Fabian prudence which then 
distinguished our commander-in-chief. And trust, | 
me, (concluded Mr. W.,) that, before three years 
of the war shall expire, every man in the country— | 
excepting those vultures and hyenas which hover 
overethe battle-field and batten on the carnage— 
all those who do not want war for the sake of 





| 
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Constitution, and their opposition to certain reso. 
lutions of the Legislature of Massachusetts; also 
a report that ed the Legislature of Georgia in 
relation to the difficulties with Massachusetts: 
which were laid on the table, and ordered to he 
printed. 

Mr. CORWIN presented resolutions of the Le 
gislature of Ohio, in relation to the confirmation of 
the titles of the purchasers of certain lands sold by 
that State; which were referred to the Committce 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. GREENE presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Rhode Island, against any increase of 
the present rates of postage; which were referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
and ordered to be printed. , 

Also, resolutions declaring assent to the princi- 
ples on which the tariff of 1842 was adopted, and 
opposition to any change in its details; which were 








referred to the Committee on Manufactures, and 


ordered to be printed. 


The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appro oriately a hc 

By Mr. CAL OUN: From the executor of 
Thomas Cooper, asking the reimbursement of the 
fine imposed under the alien and sedition laws, 

Also, from Peter Von Schmidt, asking for com- 


| pensation for a model of a pneumatic dry-dock, 


constructed under direction of the Secretary of 
State for the use of the China mission. 
By Mr. MILLER: From citizens of Jersey 
City, asking that it may be made a port of entry: 
By Mr. J. M. CLAYTON: From John Jones, 
asking compensation for work performed at the 
Pea Patch island under contract with the United 


| States. 


By Mr. DICKINSON: From James Hamilton 


/and P. Schuyler, asking the Government to pur- 


war—will ardently wish for peace, and its advent || chase their right to an improvement in certain ma- 


will be hailed by both nations as the best gift. of 
Heaven. 


| chinery. 


By Mr. UPHAM: From Samuel Simpson, ask- 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON obtained the floor; | ing a pension. 


and, on his motion, the committee rose. 


By Mr. DIX: From shipmasters and others, 


Mr. RAMSEY, on leave, presented a resolution || asking the completion of and lighting of Cattarau- 


of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, relative to a 
MecAdamized national road from the United States 
arsenal at Pittsburg to the harbor of Erie. Also 
resolutions relative to the rates of postage. Also 
resolutions relative to the piers in the river Dela- 
ware at Marcus Hook. 

Ordered, That the said resolutions be laid upon 
the table. 


And then the House adjourned. 


ing the number of contracts made by the several 
bureaus of that department for the fiscal year end- 
ing 30th June, 1846; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Also, a report from the Secretary c- |]. : . 
’ I : ry af War, ex in consequence of the variety of subjects which 


|| had been brought under the consideration of the 


the year ending 30th June, 1845; which was refer- |! 


hibiting the expenses of the national armories, and 
showing the number of arms manufactured during 


red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. WESTCOTT presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Florida relative to the appointment 
of a commissioner on the part of the United States 
to run the boundary lines between the States of 
Georgia and Florida, and Florida and Alabama; | 
which were referred to the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary. 
Mr. MILLER presented resolutions of the Le- | 
cislature of New le, remonstrating against the | 
repeal of the pilot act of March 2, 1837; which | 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce, and | 
ordered to be printed. " 
Mr. STURGEON presented resolutions of the | 
Legislature of Peamsvivenia, 
in the existing rates of postage; and in relation to 
a Macadamized road from the United States Arse- | 
nal at Pittsburg to the harbor at Erie; and in re- | 
lation to appropriations for the preservation of the 
piers at Marcus Hook, in the Delaware river; 
which were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. : 
Mr. BERRIEN presented resolutions from the 
State of Georgia, declaring her assent to the prin- 
ciples of Federal representation as they exist in the 


IN SENATE. | 
Monpay, February 2, 1846. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- |! 


ate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, show- || 


| 


gus harbor. 


By Mr. BREESE: From 319 persons assembled 


| at Rockford, asking the establishment of a naval 
| depét and marine hospital at Chicago, and the for- 


tification of the Straits of Mackinaw. ' 
By Mr. ALLEN: From George Wingard, for 


| a pension. 


By Mr. McDUFFIE: From Meledge Galphin, 


|| of South Carolina, asking the recognition of cer- 


tain claims by the Government. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

By Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs: A bill to authorize the settlement of 
the accounts of John Crowell; which was read a 
first time. 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON, from the select com- 


| mittee on French Spoliations, reported a bill to pro- 
| vide for the ascertainment of claims of American 


citizens for spoliations prior to the 31st of July, 


| 1801. 


On presenting this bill, Mr. CLayron stated that, 


committee, it had been deemed by the majority 
inexpedient to report a special bill, embracing a 
single class of claims only. When the debate on 
the bill should come up, every Senator would be 
_ at liberty to give his views in reference to any dis- 
‘tinct claims. ‘The bill varies little in its form from 
_ the one passed at a previous session of Congress. 
| The bill was then read a first time. 
| 


Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on In- 


touching the relations between the United States 

and the several Indian tribes, reported the follow- 
_ ing joint resolution as a substitute therefor; which 
| was read a first time: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 


| dian Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution 


against any increase || of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


That the Secretary of War prepare, or cause (0 
be prepared under his direction, a statement of the 
treaties and relations between the United States 
and the several Indian tribes or nations, from the 
revolutionary war down to the extinguishment of 
the Indian title eastward of the Mississippi; also, 
a statement in tabular form of all the sums ee 
to different Indian tribes for the purchase of their 
lands, designating each tribe, the date of purchase, 
amount paid, amount ef land ceded or purchased, 





ve 


res 
rd, 


he 
es 
he 


30, 
uid 
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se, 


1846. 








where situated, the annuities given to each tribe, ‘and second time by jts title, and referred to the | 


the duration of such annuities, the amount held in | 
trust by the United States Government for any | 
such tribes, how muck thereof has been vested in || 
stocks, what stocks, and the authority for vesting || 
the same, and the number of persons in each tribe || 
among which such sums or annuities were or are | 
divided. : i] 

By Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee of | 
Claims: An adverse report on the petition of Wil- 
liam Morrow. : 

Also, from the same committee, an adverse re- 
port on the claim of Edward D. Tippett. 

By Mr. PENNYBACKER, from the Commit- | 
tee of Claims: An adverse report on the claim of | 
Scott, White, & Co. 

Also, from the same committee, an adverse re- | 

ort on the memorial of Ed. Bolan. 

Also, asking to be discharged trom the further 
consideration of the petition of Caleb Greene, and | 
that it be referred to the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary. 


By Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee of | 


Claims: A bill in addition to an act for the relief | 
of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay. 
Also, from the same committee, asking to be dis- || 
charged from the further consideration of the claim | 
of Cuarles F. Sibbald, and that it be referred to the 

Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary: A bill to repeal the act requiring one of || 
the Judges of the Circuit Court for the District of 
Celumbia hereafter to regide in Alexandria; which 
was read a first time. 

By Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs: A bill for the relief of Elijah White; | 
which was read a first time. 

By Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents: A bill further to extend the patent of Jethro 
Wood ; which was read a first time. 

Also, from the same committee: A bill for the 
relief of Ross Winans; which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, the Committee | 
on Indian Affairs were discharged from the further 
consideration of two hundred claims of Cherokee 
Indians for losses in 1836, °37, and ’38, occasioned 
by their emigration in conformity to the treaty of 
1825-6. 

Mr. JARNAGIN said it was not intended to de- | 
bar the claimants from prosecuting any claim they 
might be able to establish, but it was thought bet- 
ter to move the discharge of the committee from | 
the consideration of the subject, than to make an | 
adverse report. 

‘The committee were then discharged. 

Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following, 
which lies over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- | 
viding by law for the appointment of a commis- 
sioner to act on the part of the United States in the | 
settlement of the boundary lines between the States | 
of Georgia and Florida and the States of Alabama | 
and Florida, and of providing for the payment of | 
the expenses of settling said lines. 
_Mr. YULEE submitted the following, which | 
lies over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be in- | 
structed to prepare and report to the Senate esti- 
mates for the commencement of a dry-dock at 
Pensacola, upon the plan recommended by a 
beard of officers appointed under an act of Con- | 
gress of 17th of June, 1844. 

a Mr. J. M. CLAYTON submitted the follow- 
g: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the N avy be di- 

rected to communicate to the Senate such infor- {| 

mation as he can obtain in regard to the naval | 
powers of each of the maritime nations of the || 

World, with the tonnage, number of merchant | 

ships and vessels, and the aggregate amount of || 

the commerce of each. I] 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury | 
€ directed to communicate to the Senate such in- | 
ormation as he can obtain on the expediency of | 
Providing by law that ships and vessels naviga- || 
ting the Delaware shall carry lights to avoid the || 

nger of collision. | 


Mr. BAGBY gave notice of his intention to | 
ring in a bill to incorporate the navy of Texas | 
with that of the United States. 
The bill from the House relative to collectors 
and other officers of the customs, was read a first | 
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| United States or otherwise. 


| where could they look for it? ' 
|| been recommended by two successive Presidents, 


refuse payment. 


| tive and two Secretaries of State; but so far as he 


Committee on Commerce; which committee sub- | 
sequently reported it without amendment. 


| 
TEXAS. | 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill providing | 
for the payment of the debt ascertained to be due 
to Texas while an independent State by the Uni- 
ted States, was taken up and considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

The passage of the bill was opposed by 

Mr. JARNAGIN, who said he felt constrained 
to renew the application which he had made on a | 
former day for an explicit explanation of the 


| grounds upon which it was proposed to make this 


Government responsible for a trespass committed 
by individuals acting under their own authority, 
and not under the authority of this Government. 


| So far as compensation for the arms taken was 


concerned, he had not a word to say; but he be- 


‘| lieved the greater amount proposed by the bill to 


be paid to Texas was for certain goods which had | 


| been seized by the officers of customs in Texas 


and placed in their warehouses, and from thence | 


| taken and carried away by persons having no sort | 


of authority for doing so. If there was any pro- | 
vision of law requiring payment by a government | 
for goods illegally seized and taken away from | 
another government by lawless depredators acting | 


_under their own responsibility, he had not been | 


able to find it. The injury complained of had 
been committed lawlessly, and this Government 


| could not be held to warrant or ensure any foreign 
|, State or Power against depredations committed by 


private citizens, whether they were citizens of the 


Mr. SEVIER said he was very glad to fing that 
the Senator concurred in the bill so far as the arms | 
were concerned. In regard to the goods, the cus- | 
tom-house in Texas had been plundered and the | 
goods taken away by persons Sound on our) 
own side of the river. ‘The gentleman’s objection 
to this part of the claim, it appeared, was only 
technical; it was that he could find no provision in 
the law authorizing compensation for a trespass of 
this character. Though he did not claim to be 
much of a lawyer, he certainly thought it was a 
strange conclusion to arrive at, that a nation on | 
our border, having her custom-houses broken open | 
and plundered by an armed force composed of our | 


citizens, should be entitled to no compensation | 


from this Government. If refused redress here, 


The payment had 


and by two Secretaries of State, and he thought it 
would be anything but creditable to Congress to 


Mr. EVANS argued against the adoption of | 
the measure. It was difficult, he said, to resist | 
the pathetic appeal made by the Senator from Ar- | 
kansas, but he could not, nevertheless, give his | 
vote in favor of the bill. The bill professed to | 
make an appropriation to pay a debt ascertained 
to be due to the late republic of Texas. The Sen- 
ator from Arkansas declared to the Senate that the 
payment had been recommended by the Execu- 





could understand the printed papers which had | 
been produced, he was forced to deny this position. | 

Mr. SEVIER referred the honorable Senator to 
the messages of both President Tyler and Presi- 
dent Polk. 

Mr. EVANS then demanded on what authority 
the President of the United States could assert 
that this was a claim ascertained to be due. He 
believed it was not ascertained to be due, but, on 
the contrary, clearly ascertained not to be due. 
The amount claimed, too, was far beyond the value 
of the property in question, upwards of $50,000 | 
being demanded for property the real value of | 
which did not at the utmost exceed $5,000. If the | 
principle upon which this rested was to be carried | 
out, whenever a public or a private wrong should | 
happen to be committed by a citizen of the United 
States, this Government would be bound to make 
reparation. Where was the international le: to | 
be found which justified such a principle? 

Mr. SEVIER said that, ir. drawing up the bill, 
he had followed the language of the message, in | 


| styling it a debt ascertained ic be due. The claim | 


had been admitted to be due before Texas ceased | 
to be an independent State; there was national law | 
enough found there to cover the case; but now, | 
that our views and wishes had been fulfilled, and | 
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Texas had ceased to be a separate and independent 
State, it appeared that justice was to be denied. 
‘The Senator from Maine was willing that remu- 
neration should be made to Texas for the arms 
which they had robbed her of—a great stretch of 
liberality, certainly ! 

Mr. EVANS reminded the honorable Senator 
from Arkansas that if the arms had been given up 
to Texas, they would now be the property of this 
Government. ‘The reason why he was in favor of 
paying for the arms, which had in fact been taken 
from a marauding party, was, that there had been 
some sort of assurance given that they should be 
paid for. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed, that as there seemed 
to be but litde opposition to that part of the bill 
relating to the arms, it would starcely be necessary 
to make any further remarks upon that point; it 
would be sufficient to say that the great reason 
which operated with him in favor of paying for 
them was, that both officers believed they were 
within their respective territories. And surely, as 
they had got the arms, and those arms were worth 
the money claimed for them, they should be paid 
for. 

He could not see any possible necessity for re- 
quiring any more testimony than was already be- 
fore the Senate. That Texas had suffered a great 
outrage no Senator could doubt. It was not an 
inconsiderable case, of individuals passing over the 
boundary and committing a depredation, but it was 
an armed force of forty men, violently seizing upon 
an officer of the customs, tying his hands behind 
him, and then plundering the public storehouses. 
When Secretary of State he had looked with some 
care into the authorities on the case upon both 
sides as to the liability of the Government; and in 
view of the great wrong which ‘Texas had sus- 
tained, and in consideration that the weaker Power 
should be favored as far as practicable, he had been 
enurely in favor of making payment. He hoped 
the bill would pass without further opposition. 

Mr. EVANS withdrew an amendment which he 
had previously submitted, and offered another as a 
substitute for the whole bill, proposing to pay the 
estimated value of the arms alone. 

Mr. DAVIS was in favor of voting a suitable 
compensation for the arms. The occurrence hap- 
pening near the line, might very well be attributed 
to mistake or misapprehension as to the precise 
position of the boundary, and that the officer sup- 
posed himself within the limits of his own coun- 
try. But he would like to be a little better ad- 
vised as to the remaining part of the bill before 
voting upon it. Mr. D. contended that the Gov- 
ernment could not be held responsible for the acts 
of individuals committed in foreign countries. 
The whole State of ‘Texas, he said, had been taken 
from the Mexican Government by citizens of the 
United States; yet for that act this Government 
could not be held answerable to Mexico. Neither 
could it be justly held responsible for the unau- 
thorized act at present in question. Texas must 
maintain the authority of her own laws against 
violation on the part of individuals. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired what redress Texas 
could expect to obtain from individuals, particu- 
larly now that she formed a part of the Union? 
If she were still independent she might make re- 
prisals; but now she had no remedy but to appeal 
to this Government. Could the Senator from 
Massachusetts point out any other mode by which 
Texas could obtain redress? The Senator said 
Texas had been robbed from Mexico; it was alto- 
ecther a different matter from the present. This 
country had been robbed from Great Britain too 
by our ancestors in the exercise of the glorious 
right of rebellion. 

Mr. DAVIS observed that it was not for him 
to point out who should make restitution to those 
who suffer losses. It was enough for him to know 
that it was not incumbent on this Government. 
The natural course was, to look for redress to those 
who commit the depredations—those who perpe- 
trate the wrong. 

After some further brief remarks in opposer 
to the bill, by Messrs. JARNAGIN, HUNTING- 
TON, and J. M. CLAYTON, and by Messrs. 
BREESE and WESTCOTT in its favor, the 
question was taken on the amendment, by yeas 
and nays, and decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Berrien, Bright, T, 
Clayton, J. M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Evans, 
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Fairfield, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson 
of Louisiana, Lewis, McDuffie, Mangum, Miller, 
Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, and 
Woodbridge —23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ath- 
erton, Bagby, Breese, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, 
Dickinson, Dix, Hannegan, Jenness, Pennyback- 
er, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, 
and Yulee—20. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


THE 


—— 


‘| eut off the motion to commit, and bring the House fered this resolution, 





eens 


|, to a direct vote on the adoption of the resolution. 


The bill, as amended, was then reported to the | 


Senate, and, on motion of Mr. SEVIER, by yeas || 


2), nays 19, the bill was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, February 2, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved, 
The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 


ness in order would be the call of the States for | 


resolutions. 
OREGON. 


Mr. DARGAN rose and asked leave at this time 
to present a resolution. 


ir. BRINKERHOFF expressed the hope that 


the States would be called in their order for reso- 
lutions, 
man’s time would come. 


This was resolution day, and the gentle- 


The resolution, in obedience to a general call, 


was read for information, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the differences existing between the Govern- 
ment of the United States and the Government of 
Great Britain, in relation to the Oregon territory, 
are still the subject of honorable negotiauion and 
compromise, and should be so adjusted. 


Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the line | 


separating the British provinces of Canada from 
the United States should be extended due west to 
the coast south of Frazer’s river, and from thence 


through the centre of the Straits of Fuca to the | 


Pacific ocean, giving to the United States that por- 
tion of theterritory south, and to the Government 
of Great Britain that portion of the territory north, 
of said line. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF objected. 

Mr. BOWLIN rose to ask leave to give a no- 
tice. 

The SPEAKER said, in referring to Mr. Dar- 
Gan’s resolution, that it could only be received by 
general consent, or under a suspension of the 
rules. 


Mr. G.S. HOUSTON asked Mr. Barxxernorr | 


to withdraw his objection to the reception of the | 


resolution. Mr. H. presumed that the object of 


the mover was merely to have the resolution print- | 


ed,as others had been, as an amendment to the 
pending propositions in relation to Oregon. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF supposed that it had 


been the object of the mover of the resolution to | 


press action upon it at this time. But if such was 
not the gentleman’s object, he (Mr. B.) would 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. DARGAN was understood to say (though 


the confusion was so great in the hall that the re- | 
porter does not know that Mr. D. did say) that his | 


object was to have the resolution printed, and re- 


ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF thereupon withdrew his 
objection. 

.Mr. PETTIT rose to order, and stated that he 
objected to the introduction of the resolution at 
this time. 


the House be suspended, to enable the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Dareay] to introduce his res- 
olution. 


decided in the affirmative, (two-thirds having voted 
therefor.) 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 
being thus before the House— 
' Mr. PETTIT was understood to indicate de- 
mate. 


tion. 


So Mr. McCONNELL withdrew the demand. 

Whereupon the question was on referring the 
resolution to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordering it to be printed. 

Mr. PETTIT suggested that the resolution 
would give gentlemen an opportunity to amend 
their speeches. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH asked the yeas and 
nays; which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the resolution 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 


| the state of the Union. 


Mr. TIBBATTS rose and asked leave to intro- 
duce a resolution, which, he said, he desired at the 
proper time to offer as a substitute for the resolu- 
tion now under discussion in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. His desire was, 
that the resolution be printed, and referred to that 
committee. The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
forthwith cause notice to be given to the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain that the convention between 


' the United States and Great Britain concerning 


the territory of Oregon, of the sixth of August, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, signed at 
London, shall be annulled and abrogated at the 
expiration of the term of twelve months from and 
after the time said notice shall be given, conform- 
ably to the second article of said convention; and 
that the President of the United States accompany 
said notice with an assurance to the Government 
of Great Britain of the sincere desire which exists, 
on tke part of the Government of the United States, 
for the speedy and amicable settlement of all dis- 
putes between the two Governments in relation to 
the territory of Oregon, and of the earnest desire 
by which this Government is animated of main- 
taining the peace of the world, and of consolida- 
ting the relations of good understanding which so 
happily exist between the two Governments. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the Pres- 
ident of the United States is hereby authorized to 
repel any and all aggressions upon the commerce 
of the United States; to resist any attempt which 
may be made to exercise exclusive jurisdiction 
over any part of the territory claimed by the Uni- 
ted States, and to repel invasions of the same; and 
for these purposes to employ such portions of the 


| militia of the United States as he may deem ad- 


visable, agreeably to the provisions of the second 
and third sections of an act entitled “* An act giv- 
ing to the President of the United States addition- 


| al powers for the defence of the United States, in 


certain cases, against invasion, and for other pur- 
voses,’’ approved the third of March, eighteen 
anton and thirty-nine; to accept the services of 
any number of volunteers not exceeding 

thousand, to serve during the war, or for any 


|| less period, in the manner provided for by an act 


entitled ** An act authorizing the President of the 
United States to accept the services of volunteers, 
and to raise an additional regiment of dragoons 
or mounted riflemen,” approved the twenty-third 
of May, eighteen hundred and thirty-six; to em- 
ploy the regular military force of the United States, 
and to expand and increase the same to any num- 
ber not exceeding thousand men; to com- 
plete the public armed vessels now authorized by 


|| law; and to equip, man, and employ in actual ser- 


vice all the naval force of the United States, and 
te build, purchase, or charter, arm, equip, and 


| man such vessels and steamboats as he shall deem 


Whereupon a motion was made that the rules of | 


Mr. MceCONNELL moved the previous ques- | 


necessary for the purposes aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. And be it further resolved, That the sum 
of ——— millions of dollars is hereby appropria- 
ted and placed at the disposal of the President of 
the United States, for the purpose of executing 
the provisions aforesaid; to provide for which the 


| Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to borrow 
; | money on the credit of the United States, and to 
And the question on that motion was taken, and | 


The SPEAKER said that that motion would 1 


cause certificates to be issued therefor, agreeably 
to the provisions of the fifth section of the act 
aforesaid, approved March third, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-nine. 

Mr. ASHMUN rose and objected to the recep- 
tion of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER then again announced that the 
business in order was the call of the States for re- 
solutions. 


Mr. TIBBATTS desired to say, that he had of- 
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merely as other gentlemen 


had offered others. 
| The SPEAKER. There is no question pendins 
| Objection has been made to the reception of the 
resolution. 

Mr. TIBBATTS said, if the gentleman persist- 
ed in his objection, he (Mr. T.) would be under 
the necessity of moving a suspension of the rules 

And, Mr. Asumun persisting in his objection. 
Mr. T. submitted that motion. id 

The yeas and nays were asked, and refused 
And the question having then been taken, and two. 
| thirds voting therefor, the rules were suspended. 
| Mr. TI BBATTS then submitted the motion he 
| had indicated, which having been agreed to, 
| The resolution was referred to the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union, and was oy- 
| dered to be printed. 


Mr. PETTIT rose and asked leave to offer q 
resolution, not, he said, about Oregon, but about 
| the territory on the northwest coast of America 
| west of the Stony or Rocky mountains. 

The resolution was read as follows: 


| Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as. 
sembled, That the President of the United States 
forthwith cause notice to be given to the Govern. 
ment of Great Britain, that the convention between 
the United States of America and Great Britain, 
concerning the territory on the northwest coast of 
| America, west of the Stony or Rocky mountains, 
of the sixth day of August eighteen hundred and 
twenty-seven, signed at London, shall be annulled 
and abrogated twelve months after giving said 
notice, 





Objection having been made to its reception, 
Mr. PETTIT moved a suspension of the rules 
| And the question having been taken, the vote 
stood, ayes 45, noes 36. 

No quorum voting. 

The House for a few moments did not seem to 
comprehend the character of the announcement, 
and a sort of pause in its proceedings occurred for a 
moment; when 

Mr. PETTIT said he would move a reconsider 
| ation of the vote just taken, and was proceeding to 
| remark [as the reporter thinks, for hearing on th 
| left of the Chair was out of the question] that the 
| resolution merely covered the words of the treaty; 

whereupon , 
| Mr. McCONNELL suggested that it could not 
| be necessary to reconsider the vote, because no 
| quorum had voted, and therefore no decision had 
been arrived at. 

The SPEAKER here remarked that there was 
no doubt that a quorum had not voted ; but the 
Chair would suggest that all these propositions 
might be appropriately brought in, if the House 
passed to the regular business of the day, which 
was the call of the States for resolutions. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF called for the orders of 
| the day. 
| Mr. WINTHROP rose, and said that he de- 





sired to ask the general consent of the House to 
allow him to present a document, which, he was 
| sure, if the House would give its ear for a single 
moment, would be found not without interest to 
| every member. 

r. PETTIT submitted that his resolution was 
the first question in order; and, inasmuch as no 
quorum had voted on the motion to suspend the 
| rules, he demanded a recount. 
The SPEAKER said that was the first question. 
Mr. WINTHROP. I think the honorable gen- 
tleman himself, if he will hear me, will allow 
me 


Mr. PETTIT. Not until this question is dis- 
osed of. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired to be informed by the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Perrrr} whether bis 
object was merely to have the resolution commit- 
ted and printed. 

Mr. PETTIT said that was all. 
The question on the motion to suspend the rules 
was then retaken; and two-thirds having voted in 
the affirmative, the rules were suspended. 

So the resolution was introduced. 

And, on motion of Mr. PETTIT, it was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


THE FAMILY OF CAPTAIN GRAY. 
Mr. WINTHROP, who had retained the floor 
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sending the last vote, proceeded to read the paper | 
Pe held in his hand. 
The memorial is as follows: | 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives | 
of the United States of America in Congress assem- || 
bled: 1 
The petition of Martha Gray respectfully sets || 

forth: That your petitioner is the widow of Capt. | 

Robert Gray, well known as the navigator who | 
discovered, first entered, and gave its present name 
to the “ Columbia river.” That your petitioner 
was left a widow nearly forty years ago, with four 
young daughters, and without adequate means for 
iheir education and support. That she has strug- 
vled thus far through life amidst great difficulties | 
and severe trials, and in her advanced age is still in || 
circumstances requiring the strictest economy. | 

That her daughters are yet living, and three of || 

them remain unmarried. That her late husband, || 

Captain Gray, was in the naval service of his coun- || 

try during a part of the war of the Revolution, but || 

that your petitioner 1s unable under the existing || 
laws to entitle herself to be placed upon the list of | 

United States pensioners, the act ‘granting half- 

nay and pensions to certain widows and for ether | 

purposes,” providing only for widows whose mar- || 
riave took place before the first day of January, | 

1794, and her marriage having taken place in the | 

month of February, 1794. That neither her late 

husband during his lifetime, nor his family since 
his decease, have received the slightest pecuniary 
benefit from the great discovery herein referred to; 
and your petitioner now, for the first time, appeals 
to the justice of her country with confidence; that, | 
atthe moment when your honorable body is spread- 

ing before the world the claims of the United States 

to a vast territory of immense value, and founding | 
these claims, to a great extent, upon a discovery 
made by the energy and perseverance of one of her | 
citizens, the family of that citizen will not be suf- | 
fered, in their humble circumstances, to go without | 
any remuneration; but that your honorable body 

will make such provision as.a sense of justice and | 
the honor of the nation seem to require for the aged | 
widow and unprotected daughters of the man who 

first unfurled the flag of our country upon the | 

‘‘oreat river of the West,’’? and who was the first 

to bear this flag in triumph round the world. With 

due respect, MARTHA GRAY. 
Boston, January 17, 1846. 


Mr. GORDON desired to be informed whether 
the United States had derived any benefit from the 
discovery of Captain Gray ? 

Mr. WINTHROP moved that the petition be | 
printed, that it might have a place among the ar- 
chives of Congress, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

And Mr. W. was understood to remark, that the 
petitioner would have been entitled to a pension, if 


she had married less than one month earlier. The || 
great discovery which her husband had made, en- || 


uted her to the consideration of Congress. 
OREGON. 


Mr. W.G. BROWN, on leave given, offered the 


following resolution; which was read for informa- | 
tion: 


Whereas the friendly relations now existing be- | 
tween the United States and Great Britain are in | 


territory lying on the northwest coast of America, | 


west of the Stony mountains; therefore, with a | 


| 

i} 

view to a speedy and amicable settlement of their || tleman 
| 


differences— 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives | 
of the United States of America in Congress assem- | 


bled, That the President of the United States cause || 


notice to be given to the government of Great Brit- | 
ain, that the convention between the United States 
and Great Britain, concerning the territory of Ore- 


gon, of the sixth of August eighteen hundred and | 


twenty-seven, signed at London, shall be annulled 
and abrogated at the expiration of the term of 


twelve months from and after said notice shall he | 


given, conformably to the second article of the said 


convention of the sixth of August, eighteen hun- | 
dred and twenty-seven. 


Mr. B. moved that the resolution be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and that it be printed. 

Which motion, after a brief conversation, was 
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| personal explanatien. 


| position of conservatism, 


will support this question, to prove that it was not | 
| 
' 
| 
| 





PERSONAL. 1° 
— i} ¢ 
Mr. BAYLY rose, and asked leave to make a 


oe 


And the leave having been granted— 
Mr. BAYLY addressed the House as follows: 


I hold in my hand, Mr. Speaker, the report of 
the speech of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jounson,] made on Saturday last; and, as far as 
it refers to me, it is a tissue of misrepresentation 


-“_- «# 


| from beginning to end—unintentional, I suppose; 
| for I cannot believe he could have had any pur- 


ge of intentionally misrepresenting me. When 
1e commenced on Saturday, I tried to correct him 
by pointing out the errors into which he was full- 
ing; but he seemed to have fixed upon bis line of 
remark, and to be determined to pursue it. I re- 
solved, therefore, to permit him to proceed, and re- 
serve to myself the privilege, which | enjoy under 
a recognised parliamentary practice, to correct him 
this morning. 

It will not be proper for ‘me to refer to other 
matters than such as are personal to myself. | 


| shall not, therefore, refer to his charge that a por- 


tion of the Republicans are attempting to make 


| this question of notice the basis of the formation 


of a new party; nor to his charge that * ten to four 
of her ( Virginia’s) politicians had relapsed into ihe 
”» further than to pro- 
nounce them unfounded—the first unqualifiedly so, 
as far as we are concerned; and the second equal- 


| ly so in the sense in which the gentleman, by his 


reference to Mr. Rives, seems to use the word 
conservatism. Nor shall I refer to the propriety 
with which the gentleman attempts to interpose be- 
tween our constituents and ourselves; nor to his 
arrogating to himself a better knowledge of their 
wishes than we possess; and above all, I shall not 
stop to inquire into the delicacy of a member from 
Tennessee—which has not voted for a republican | 
President since 1836—undertaking to lecture Vir- 
| ginians about Democracy, who has never voted for 
any other. I shall go into none of these matters 
now, but shall content myself in pointing out the ¢ 
| gentleman’s misrepresentations; and I shall do this 
best by placing what I did say in juxtaposition 
with what the gentleman attributes to me. 
| There had been an attempt, during the progress 
, £of this discussion, to excite the peculiar prejudi- | 
‘ces of the country. They had seen this particu- | 
| §larly exhibited by the gentleman from Virginia, 
| * (Mr. Bayty,] in addressing the committee on this 
‘subject. Without relying on argument—without | 
‘relying on facts as they exist in the history of 
| ‘this negotiation—the gentleman had siaaaetad, as || 
‘he (Mr. J.) believed, to excite a prejudice exist, || 
| ‘ing in the minds of his constituents, and perhaps || 
| §extending, in some degree, beyond the bounds of | 
‘his district. What position had he taken? He 
| *had attempted to make the impression on the 


'*mind of the country that there was a particular | 
‘leader and champion of this question; and in this 


|| *way, while he [Mr. Bayty] had separated from || 
'| §the policy laid down by the Administration, he 


| ‘had attempted to exonerate himself from the in- 
‘consistency and difficulty in which he was in- | 
| 
| 


|| * volved.”? 


Now, sir, there is not a solitary statement in this 


did not attempt to exonerate myself from any in- 
consistency by exciting prejudices, or in any other | 
| manner, for 1am involved in none. I voted last | 
session precisely as I shall vote at this, as the gen- | 
Nimaclf admits. I did not refer to the 

known purpose of the gentleman from Massachu- 

| setts, [Mr. Apams,] to vote for this measure as a 
reason for my voting against it. 1 referred to the | 
course of that gentleman and other Whigs, who | 


would suspect these gentlemen of a purpose to join | 
the Administration generally, simply because they 
sustain this measure; and I thought it as illogical 
to infer that such of us as oppose it meant to go 
over to the opposition. My remarks were these: 
“« But, sir, such of us as belong to the Republi- 
‘can party have been told that the President has 
‘recommended the giving of this notice, and that 
‘ such of us as refuse to vote for it are abandoning | 
‘ the Administration. This is purely a party view | 
‘ of the subject which I scorn. The President has 
\\ § referred the whole subject to us as a co-ordinate | 
i *department of the Government, and we will act | 
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| was making on the public mind as to the c 


|| § posing the bill, unless the notice were ine 
| extract which is not unfounded. Idid notattempt || 


dangot of baine ipieeedated, ia <onmvunsnes of the || to excite any prejudice to sustain ee 1 
« -~~ $ $ » “ / | 


unsettled claims of the respective countries to the || 


a party question. I did not suppose that any one |, 
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unworthy of ourselves if, in disposing of it, we 
are influenced by any other eoneidaretzcn than the 
dictates of our own judgment. The question is 
merely one of expediency, which involves no 
principle, and one about which gentlemen may 
well differ. This is not a party question. If it is, 
the gentleman from Massachusetts pe Apams] is 
the leader of the party; and for one I will not follow 
his lead. But I do not understand that such of 
us as oppose giving the notice until we are ready 
* to give it, and in the mean time express a desire 
to get ready to give it, are going counter to the 
recommendations of the President. His recom- 
mendation is unrestricted as to time. He does 
not ask us to give it to-day or to-morrow—at this 
session or the next. He has not recommended 
that this subject should be taken up at once, to 
the exclusion of everything else, and pushed 
through at once. We can give the notice six 
months hence, or even at the next session, if in- 
tervening events shall not render it unnecessary. 
‘The Congress will still be composed of the same 
members.” 

It will be seen from this that I only referred to 
the course of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Avams] to show that this was not a party 
question; and also that I did not refer to the gen- 
tleman’s vote for the notice asa reason for my vote 
against it. All I] said was, that I did not recognise 
him as a party leader, and 1 would not follow hina 
ag such, 

As to my not relying on facts and arguments, I 
will with confidence leave that question to the 
House, that heard me; and I am willing that it 
should decide which of us, in our speeches here, 
are most in the habit of relying on facts and argu- 
ments, the gentleman or myself. From what I 
have said, it will be seen that the following addi- 
tional allegations in the gentleman’s speech are 
equally unfounded. He is reported to have said; | 

“To justify himself in the eyes of his constit- 
‘uents for his separation from the Administration, 


. 


o~ 


- 


° 


. 


. 


° 


- 


- 


‘ 


| ‘he referred to the fact that Jounw Quincy Apams 


‘was for this measure; and therefore he differed 


| * from the Administration, and went against it.” 


Now, sir, I referred to the course of Mr. Anams, 


/as I have shown, for no such purpose. I did not 
| attempt to justify myself to my constituents, by 


referring to Mr. Apams, or in any other manner. 
here is no difference of opinion among my con- 


| Stituents on this question, and I need, with them, 
no justification. 


The object of my speech cannot 
I thought that an impression 
Rataneer 

of our title to Oregon, unpropitious to a contin- 
uance of peace; and my object was, by a dispas- 
sionate review of the has question, to enable the 
country to form a correct opinion as to the extent 
of our rights. I will leave it to the House to 


be misunderstood 


|| judge whether I accomplished my object. 


The gentleman also says: 

“The gentleman (continued Mr. J.) ‘read the 
‘extract from the speech of Mr. Apams, and the 
‘ inference was clear that he intended to make the 
‘impression on the minds of this House and the 
‘country that it was made upon the question of 
‘notice, when that gentleman was a op- 

uded 
in it; and when they came to take the speech of 
‘the gentleman from Massachusetts at the last 
‘session, and his speech at the present session, 
‘ they found there was no discrepancy between the 
‘ two.” 

Now, sir, no such inference can be drawn from 
my speech. The extract which I read from the 
speech of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams,] was not in connexion with the question 
of notice. I was not discussing that question at 
the time. But I read it in connexion with the 
subject of our preparation for war, and referred to 
it to show what the gentleman thought would be 
the consequence if we became involved in-war. | I 
did not suppose that the consequences of the war 
would be at all different, no matter what case 
produced it. After showing in detail how little 
prepared we were for war, I said: 

“If, under these circumstances, we get into a 
| ‘war with her, what will be the result? The gen- 
| * tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] told us 
, fat the last session what he thought it would be. 
| ‘In speaking of the negotiation of the treaty which 


|| ‘we are now asked to abrogate, he said: ~ 


| ‘* «This was in 1818, when we had just come out 


‘of a war which made us all think «a great deal 
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‘more of what war was, than, judging from the 
* proposed action in this House on this bill, we did 
‘now. Take his word for it, if they did hit upon || 
‘a war upon this subject, there would be thou- || 
‘sands and millions of the people who would ask | 
‘of their Government why they were at war.’ i} 

** Again in the same speech he said: 

‘+ He believed, too, if we went to war inthe rash 
‘way they were going to do, the result would be, 
‘that their antagonist would require greater sacri- 
‘ fices of us than they now asked. Then would || 
‘come the time when the people of this country 
‘would ask why we went to war. Then would 
‘come the time to make sacrifices for the sake of | 
‘peace; AND WE WOULD NOT GET THE 497TH DE- 
*cnee.’”’ 

Now, sir, so far from its being a legitimate in- 
ference from my speech, that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] spoke against the 
notice, I expressly stated that he proposed it. My | 
words are these: 

** But we have been told again and again that 
* the ‘Texas and Oregon questions are twin sisters, 
‘coupled together in the resolutions of the Balti- 
‘more convention; and that, as the Texas ques- | 
*tion had been consummated, such of us as at- 
‘tached importance to its success are now bound 
‘to aid in consummating. the Oregon movement. | 
* The first answer to that is, that no one proposes 
**to abandon Oregon. The only difference between 
* us is as to the best means of securing it. We do 
‘ not differ as to the end, but only as to the means. 
‘In the second place, I utterly deny that this ques- 
‘tion of giving notice was made at the Baltimore 
‘ convention, or anywhere else, until it has been 
‘attempted, this winter, to be made a measure of 
‘the Democratic party. It was raised at the last 
‘session by the gentleman frem Massachusetts, | 
*{Mr. Apams,] when we had just come out of our 
‘glorious party struggle, and when we were all 
* fresh with its issues—ay, and at the time when 
‘we had just carried through the Texas resolu- 
‘tions. And at that time what course did the 
‘party take? Why, sir, the gentleman who led 
‘us then on that question—the present Governor 
‘of Tennessee (Mr. A. V. Brown)—absolutely 
* denied the power of Congress to give the notice; 
* and a proposition, moved by the gentleman from Mas- 
* sachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] providing for giving it, 
* was voted down by the Republican party. It is true, 
‘a similar one was afterwards adopted, but against 
* the vote of the great mass of the party—the west- 
‘ern men particularly voting almost in a solid col- 
‘umn against it. It was adopted against eighty- 
‘two votes in the negative, of whom only three 
* were Whigs. 
‘part of the Democratic creed, and I do not un- 
* derstand how it has become so since. Notwith- 
‘ standing all this, such of us as advocated the im- 
* mediate admission of Texas, and now oppose 
‘giving this notice, are accused of inconsistency 
‘and bad faith. And the gentleman from Massa- 
*chusetts, [Mr. Anams,] and the gentleman from 
‘Maine, [Mr. Hamuin,] seemed to refer with pe- 
‘culiar pleasure to this charge.. Now, sir, in the | 
‘ first place, I deny there is any analogy in the two | 
‘esses. In the case of Texas, the yroposition was 
*to admit her as a State into the Union; and we 
‘had every reason to believe, that if she was not 
* admitted at once, she would be lost to us forever 
‘In the case of Oregon, there is no ground for ap- 
‘ prehending that we will lose anything by delay; 
‘on the contrary, we believe we have everything 
‘to gain. We therefore deny the analogy, and the 
* consequent charge of inconsistency. But do not 
* these gentlemen see that, in charging us with in- 
*‘ consistency, they fix it upon themselves? Their 
‘course, on both occasions, has been exactly the 
‘reverse of ours. If, therefore, we have been in- 
‘consistent, they cannot have been consistent. 
* We deny the analogy and thecharge. But they 
‘admit the analogy in making the charge, and thus 
* fix it indelibly upon themselves. ”’ 

There are many other misrepresentations of my | 
course which I shall not stop to refer to. I will 
refer to one other, and then I shall have done: 

“ They found that on the adoption of that amend- 
‘ment, (providing for giving the notice,) the hon- 


| 


‘orable gentleman from Massachusetts voted for || 
‘it, the honorable gentleman from Virginia voted || 
‘against it; bat when it was incorporated, and had i! 
rt of the bill, on the final passage of || 


*} 


vecome a 
‘the bill, where did the gentleman from Virginia | 
‘stand? Why, he was so determined not to be 


'*found with the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 
|| ‘right or wrong, that he flew the track; he would || 
‘ neither go behind nor before him; but he bolted, 

‘and did not vote at all.”’ | 


¢cy. 
‘| hence I am inconsistent! The gentleman seems 


| ting with the party. 
say that such is not my view of it. 


Sir, it was not regarded then as a |+ 


/ard, Milton Brown, 


i} 
| 
| 
| 


i 
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inconsisten- 


Now this is a singular proof of i 
did last, and 


I vote this winter precisely as 
to think that consistency consists in uniformly vo- 
It is not necessary for me to 
But it seems 
I did not vote against the passage of the bill. Itis 
true I was not in my seat at the time the vote was 
taken, and such happened to be the fact. But was 
there any one here last winter who did not know 
that I was opposed to the bill after the amendment 


| 


| 
| 


i 
| 





| Butler King, Leake, Leib, Lewis, Long, McHen- 
ry, McIlvaine, Marsh, J. P. Martin, Miller, 
| Moseley, Parish, Payne, Perry, Phelps, caer, 


| Rhett, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rox 


|| well, Root, Runk, Russell, Schenck, Severance, 


| Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Truman Smith, A}. 
| bert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stark. 


|| weather, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, Thj- 
|| bodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, 


Tilden, ‘Coombs, Towns, Tredway, Trumbo, 
| Vance, Vinton, White, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood- 


| ruff, Woodward, Wright, Yancey, and Young— 


| 99. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, 
Atkinson, Baker, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, 


providing for giving the notice was adopted? I || Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William 


was re-elected after I gave the vote, and with a full 
knowledge on the part of my constituents that I 
was opposed to terminating the convention of 1818. 
And yet the gentleman from Tennessee attempts 
to read me out of the party for meeting their ex- 
pectation, and with me, nine others of the Virginia 
delegation. 

Now, sir, in the first place, I deny the authority 
of the gentleman to read me or any of my col- 
learues out of the party. Our position with the 
party is not of such a doubtful character that he or 
anybody else can cast suspicion upon our party 
fidelity. Our services have not been so unimport- 
ant that the party will surrender us willingly to 
the opposition. But if the gentleman had the 
power of driving every man from the party who 
differs with the President upon any subject, I 
would bee him to consider what would be the con- 
sequence of his exercising it. He would com- 
mence, [ suppose, by reading out all who voted 
against the views of the Executive on the Texas 
question; then, such of us as will not vote for 
giving the notice; next, all such as differ with it 
about the reduction of the tariff; then, such as do 
not agree with it about the sub-treasury; and 
last, all such as differ with it upon the subject of 
internal improvements. And by the time he had 
put all these under the party ban, how would it 
stand? Its supporters would be a beggarly account 
of empty benches. 

Of all the questions to be made a test of party 
orthodoxy, this is the last. As I have said before, 
it is purely a question of expediency, involving no 
principle. But the gentleman says the questions 
of the bank, the tariff, interne! improvements, dis- 
tribution, &c., may all be said to be questions of 
expediency. Sir, I have no argument to address 
to a democrat who takes such a view. I, at 
least, had always thought that these questions were 
something more than mere questions of expedi- 
ency. Ihad always thought that they were ques- 
tions involving principle, and principle of the most 
vital character. Mr. B. concluded by thanking 
the House for the indulgence it had extended to 
him. , 

Mr. B. having concluded— 

Mr. A. JOHNSON, on leave, spoke in reply, 
disclaiming all intention of personal offence, but 
adhering to his former statements in point of the 
facts stated. 

Mr. BAYLY rejoined; and Mr. JOHNSON 
sur-rejoined. 


THE OREGON DEBATE. 


Mr. TIBBATTS offered a resolution, in the 
usual terms, providing that all debate in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, on the 
joint resolution of notice, should terminate on Mon- 
day next, the 9th instant, at half-past two o’clock. 

Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked the 
which were ordered, and being 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Blanch- 
Buffington, William W. 
Campbell, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chap- 
man, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Cun- 
ningham, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, 
Dockery, John H. Ewing, Ficklin, Foot, Foster, 
Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Grinnell, Harper, 
Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Hopkins, 
J. W. Houston, E. W. Hubard, 8. D. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Jenkins, Seaborn Jones, D. P. King, Thomas 


ne and nays; 
en, resulted as 


| G. Brown, Burt, John H. Campbell, Cathcart, 
|| Chase, Chipman, Clark, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, 

|Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, Jefferson Davis, De 
|, Mott, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Erd- 
|, man, Faran, Fries, Gordon, Grover, Hoge, Hough, 
|, George S. Houston, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, 
| Charles J. Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, Joseph 
| Johnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, Preston 
|| King, Lawrence, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Ma- 
|| clay, McClean, McClelland, McClernand, McCon- 
| nell, McCrate, McDowell, McKay, Barclay Mar- 
|| tin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Perrill, Pol- 
lock, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Sawtelle, 
Sawyer, Scammon, Alexander D. Sims, Thomas 
Smith, Stanton, St. John, Sykes, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tibbatts, Wentworth, Wheaton, 
Williams, Yell, and Yost—87. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

| The SPEAKER again announced the regular 


|| order of business. 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE OHIO. 

|| Mr. HARPER, on leave given, presented cer- 
tain joint resolutions of the Legislature of Ohio, 

_ asking an appropriation for building a bridge across 
the Ohio river; laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

| Mr. WENTWORTH called for the orders of 

| the day. 


OREGON. 


|| But, on motion of Mr. G. W. JONES, the House 
_ resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
|| state of the Union, (Mr. Trssarts, of Kentucky, 
| in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
| joint resolution of notice. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON was entitled to the 
paws and addressed the committee during the 

our. 

| He did not know, he said, that he could at this 
| period of the debate commence his speech in a bet- 
ter manner than by recapitulating the points upon 
|, which he believed there was a common agreement 
| in this House. 

| He believed he might assume, then, first, that 

they were all for Oregon—not defined by any par- 
| ticular limit—that they were all for Oregon. He 
‘| might assume, also, that they were all for peace. 
| The disposition of this committee, so far as it had 
| exhibited itself, was decidedly pacific. One gen- 
| tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wivtnrop,] 
| who had addressed the committee at an early part 
_ of this debate, had said that peace was always hon- 

_orable, and should be. He believed when he said 
|| they were all for peace, the declaration must be 
' qualified with the distinct proviso that peace can 
|| be maintained consistently with our national rights 
'and our national honor. Some gentlemen had 
| shown a disposition not to avoid war—a readiness 
| to enter into a conflict if it became necessary in the 
| defence of those rights and of that honor; but at 
|| the same time they have avowed their preference 
|, for peace. 

e assumed, as to the question of title, that 
|| there was no difference upon that question as far as 
|| 49°; whatever differences there might be north of 
'| that line, and south of 54° 40’, our title up to 49°, 
|| so far as gentlemen had expressed themselves, was 
| “clear and unquestionable.” Between 49° and 











54° 40’ there seemed to be some difference; but the 

neral, he might say the universal opinion 
oo ours was the better title up to 54° 40’. 
he was willing to rest the ques- 
tion of title on the able exposition of it in the letter 
of Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Pakenham, of a late date. 
That letter, in his opinion, would be the means of 
handing his name down to all posterity, and would 
associate that name indissolubly with that vast 
country, within whose limits a teeming population 


| 
|| more 
|, was, 4 

For his own 
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7 . +. } 
of enterprising American citizens would be found. | 
Then he contented himself on the question of title 1 
with this assumptuon. | 


Again: He believed that the people of the Uni- | 
ted States demanded of them action. They were | 
all for action of some kind. This question had 
been the subject of discussion for nearly half a cen- 
tury. It was in 1803, when we purchased Louis- | 
jana. At that time a treaty was concluded with | 
Great Britain, fixing the northern boundary of the | 
United States: That treaty was rejected by the | 
Senate, so far as regarded the northern boundary; | 
and, another treaty in 1807, on the same subject, | 
was also rejected; and, finally, in 1818, a conven- | 
tion was concluded, which was renewed in 1827— | 
the convention under which we were now acting. || 
The people have been watching the progress of || 
this long-protracted discussion; and in 1844 the || 
Democratic party declared themselves in favor of || 
Orecon. Upon almost every flag in the Union || 
were inscribed ** Oregon and Texas;”’ and James || 
K. Polk was elected. We had now come to a | 

oint where the people demand action. This | 
{ouse—Congress must do something; must give || 
the people an earnest of their intentions for Ore- \\ 
gon. It was idle to say they were for Oregon, and || 
yet do nothing towards asserting our rights to Or- || 
egon. He said, then, that action of some kind || 
was demanded of them; and he would be recre- | 
ant to his duty, and his constituents would hold 
him to a strict account who refused to do some- 
thing during this session in asserting our rights | 
to Oregon. 

The great point, then, came up, What shall be 
done? {t was generally agreed in this House that 
we should erect forts and block-houses to the 
Rocky mountains ; that we should establish Indian | 
agencies in the Oregon territory; that we should |! 
have a mail reaching into the country of Oregon. || 
There was no doubt on these points. All these 
things were to be done for the purpose of inducing || 
emigration to Oregon. But when our settlers get 
there, the question was, What shall be done there? 
He believed the people of the United States de- 
manded of them, if it could be done in accordance 
with our existing treaty stipulations, to give our 
settlers there laws, home, protection; and if we 
could do this without violating our existing treaty 
stipulations, this question might very properly 
arise, What is the use of terminating the existing 
treaty between us and Great Britain? The ques- 
tion, then, was, What steps shall be taken towards 
encouraging emigration to that territory, and 
affording our settlers there laws, homes, and pro- 
tection? Now, if he understood the matter, there 
were two parties on this floor on this question, and 
here was the decided difference between them: one 
party insisted that we must give the notice in or- 
der to terminate this treaty, in order to enable us 
todo what they desired to do, what the people of |) 
the United States demanded of them. And if they 
could give this protection, (for he understood that 
all who were opposed to the notice said they were 
in favor of giving this protection, of building forts 
in Oregon for the securing the rights of person and 
of property of our settlers there, and for giving 
them homes; for that was what they wanted, that 
was what they left the United States for,) he insist- || 
ed that those who took the position that we could 
afford this protection without giving the notice, 
were the war party in this House; he insisted that || 
the carrying out of this position would not only || 
bring us into war, but into an inglorious war, on || 
the hypothesis that we shall thus have acted in 
bad faith—that we shall have acted in contraven- 
tion of existing treaty stipulations. 

Now, what were the exact words of the treaty 
of 1818, as renewed in 1827? for, on the terms 
of that treaty would depend our rights. And he 
would explain the position he had taken in his 
—_ upon this question at the last session of 

ongress. He then went against the notice, and 
for the of the territorial bill, which se- 
cured to the people of Oregon their rights. He 
did so on the belief at that time that the English 

vernment were making settlements in Oregon— 
that they had extended the principles of the com- 
mon law to their people in Oregon, and also that || 
they had actually carried out their views to this || 
extent for twenty years; and that we had the same || 
rights under the existing treaty between us. But 
he found that the fact was now presented in a dif- | 
ferent light; and he would ask the gentleman from |. 














| —whose opinion always had much weight with 


| In that territory. In addition to this, there was a 


| book published by order of both Houses of Con- 


| subject of Oregon—stating that we have no right 


| water, and in the Parliament of Great Britain. He 


| give them a good and complete title in that terri- 
| tory. 


Oregon, how he explained the position of Mr. Bu- 
chanan? Speaking of the Nootka Sound conven- 
tion, in his letter to Mr. Pakenham, he says : 

“‘ Great Britain had never made any settlement 
on the northwestern coast of America, from the 
date of the Nootka Sound convention, until the 
22d of February, 1819; nor, so far as the under- 
signed is informed, has she done so down to the 
present moment.”” 

Great Britain, then, ‘“‘ had never made any set- 
tlement.”” Those forts there, which the centle- 
man spoke of, were not the forts of Great Britain; 
he meant they were not governmental forts. They 
have been erected by that company which had li- 


a4 2 & SS 


| cense to trade, hunt and fish in that territory, in 


order to carry out their purposes. The settlements 
there made were made with the same intent. There- 
fore he was forced to the conclusion from the state- 
ment of our negotiator himself in this expression, 
(for all of us were bound by this expression,) that 
Great Britain had made no settlements in the ter- 
ritory of Oregon. This statement, then, changed | 


| his views on the subject. And in addition to this, 


the President of the United States had expressed | 
the opinion in 1829 that we had no rights, no pow- 
ers whatsoever, under the existing treaty stipula- | 
tions, to establish forts in Oregon; and he says in 
his Message at the commencement of this session, 


| that it is **matter deserving the gravest delibera- | 


tion’’—plainly non-committal on the question | 


| whether we have the power, without violation of || 
| our treaty stipulations, to make grants of land, or | 


to give promises of grants of land, until the treaty | 


| 


is terminated. In addition to this, the gentleman || 


from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] at an early | 
stage of this session, stated that the only rights 
we had reserved to ourselves under the treaty were 
the rights of hunting, fishing, and navigation, and 


ithe right of settlement, with a view to carry out || 
| these objects. The opinion of Mr. Carnorn, also 


him—was the same; he states emphatically that 
under the existing treaty we have no right to 
romise to grant lands, and no right to grant lands 





large portion of the people of the United States 
who had expressed their views through their or- | 
gans in the Senate, on several occasions, that we | 
have no right to grant lands, or to promise to grant | 
lands, under the existing treaty. And superadded | 
to all this, was the authority of the last Congress, | 
when he (Mr. T.) believed the notice was unneces- 
sary; yet the opposite opinion was taken, and the | 
notice was inserted. The opinion of the advo- | 
cates of the bill then was, that we could neither | 
make grants, or promises of grants, of land, with- | 
out first giving the notice and terminating the jgint | 
occupancy. After all these opinions, thus ex- 
pressed, by going forward and adopting these 
measures without giving the notice, they would 
certainly place themselves in the position of acting 
equivocally on this subject—of attempting to ex- | 
ercise an authority over a territory while placed 
in such circumstances by our own treaty stipula- 
tions, as that we were not convinced that we had 
the full right to do. 

But he had before him an authority which seem- 
ed to have considerable weight, because it was a 


ess. [Mr. T. read a short extract from Green- 
ow’s Oregon and California, on this point, taking 
similar views to the last authority referred to.] | 
Here, then, (he said,) we had the opinion of our 
own writer—a gentleman appointed by ourselves 
to collect all the opinions and authorities upon the | 


whatsoever to do what these gentlemen say they | 
are ready to do. 

But he had an authority which would have some 
weight in this House, showing how this measure 
of giving these laws and asserting these rights of 
settlement will be viewed on the other side of the 


quoted from the speech of Lord Palmerston, deliv- 
ered in 1843, in reference to the bill passed by the 


Senate to extend the laws of lowa over Oregon; to || 
| give our settlers there justices of the peace, con- 


stables, and other officers; and promising that 
when the title vested in the United States, we would 
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would be an invasion and seizure of a territory in 
dispute, by virtue of the decree of one of the par- 
ties in its own favor.”’] 

Such (said Mr. T.) was the view taken by the 
leader of one of the large — in Great Britain. 
How was it replied to by Sir Robert Peel, the head 
of the other party ? 

[This extract declared that “the adoption of 
that bill would be a cause of war.’’ 

Here, then, (continued Mr. T.) is the pledge of 
these two great parties in Great Britain, given 
through the head of each, that to give our settlers 
laws and homes (for our people go there for no- 
thing else than for cultivation of the soil and for 
homes) would necessarily bring us into difficulty, 
that they would regard it as a violent seizure of 
the disputed territory—as an open infraction of 
the treaty—as a declaration of war. Do gentle 
men suppose if we now pass this bill without giv 
ing the notice that the Putian of Great Brit 
ain—that these distinguished statesmen—will not 
again look on the subject in the same light? 

And when reviewing the circumstances of the 
case, he (Mr. T.) must say that this view of the 
question was plausible; for in 1818, be it remem 
bered, our population was only 9,000,000, about 
1,700,000 of whom were west of the Alleghany 
mountains, and not more than 200,000 west of the 
Mississippi. We had now advanced in 1846 to a 
population of more than 20,000,060, 8,000,000 of, 
whom were west of the Alleghany mountains, and 
about 2,000,000 west of the Mississippi. We 
then believed that there were no means of settling 
Oregon without going round the Cape of Good 
| Hope. The Cape of Good Hope was almost an 

impassable barrier, And there were many in 1824 
who believed that the Rocky mountains were the 
| ultima thule of our Republic, and that it was im- 
possible that there should be any other than an in- 
dependent Government on the other side. But 
| since that time we had made the most rapid strides 
in our means of easy and rapid intercommunica- 
| tion; steam had been applied more extensively; 


®railroads had been constructed, and distant places 
| had been brought near to one another. Since that 
| time we had discovered the South Pass at the head 
of the La Platte; since that time we have seen our 
citizens, without the aid of their Government, 
upon their carts, carrying their little all, and pene- 
trating those mountains, and through them they 
had made a wagon-way, and had actually made 


|| settlements in the distant territory beyond them 


At that time we wanted the Oregon territory only 
| for hunting, fishing, and trading; now we want it 
| for different purposes; and when we take a differ- 
ent course to carry out these purposes, we must 
relieve ourselves from all difficulties; we must takea 
course which is honorable, and in accordance with 
our treaty stipulations. ; 

He then insisted upon the proposition—he 
thought he had proved it most clearly—that those 
who went for this course of measures, and who 
nevertheless refused the notice, would involve our 
Government in war, and that in a most inglorious 
way, in violation of our treaty rs Take 
the right way—the course pointed out by the Pres- 

ident’s Message; and if there was any course 
| which would lead us out of these difficulties, it 
was that course alone. The President of the Uni- 
ted States had taken this position; his Message had 
gone out to the country, and had met with a gene- 

ral acquiescence of views; and the Congress of the 
| United States were called to sustain those views— 

to go forward to take the necessary steps to disen- 
| eumber ourselves from the burden of the treaty 
| into which we entered in former times, and to ena- 
| ble ourselves to give to our people the protection of 
| 
| 
| 





our laws to which they are entitled, and the homes 
for which they emigrate. But to give the notice is 
the manner in which this treaty can be terminated, 
and it is the only manner. It is provided for b 
the express stipulations of the treaty itself, whic 
provides that it shall continue only so long as both 
of the parties desire it to continue. We can, then, 
| give it without reasons ; there is no necessity for 
| specifying our reasons. 7 
| " What, then, is the position of the parties? 
| Great Britain and the United States jointly oceupy 
| the territory. All property is laid down in the 





[Mr. T. read this extract,in which, among other 
things, it was declared : ‘‘If this bill were to pass 


| law-books under three divisions-—possession, > 

right of possession, and the right of property. In 
whe paladin do we stand? We have the right of 
| possession. This was clearly yielded to us in 


ndiana, who spoke of the English settlements in || into a law, it would be a declaration of war. It |! 1817, and this was assumed by our negotiator at 
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the outset of the late negotiations. Mr. Calhoun | cupancy with us. War may come under the | calculation that she was to be driven from her po- 


said in his letter to Mr. Pakenham, of September 
3, 1844, and the position was not controverted by || 
Mr. Pakenham, that— — | 

** We are then, as admitted 7 Lord Castlereagh, | 
‘ entitled to be considered as the party in posses- | 
‘sion; and the convention which stipulated that || 
‘ the territory should be free and open for the term || 
‘of ten years from the date of its signature to the 
‘ vessels, citizens, and subjects of the two coun- | 
‘ tries, without prejudice to any claim which either | 


* party may have to any parto the same, preserved i| 


| 


‘and perpetuated all our claims to the territory, in- || 
‘cluding the acknowledged right to be considered || 
‘the party in possession, as perfectly during the || 


‘ period of its continuance as they were the day the | 
‘convention was signed. Of this there can be no 
* doubt.”’ 

We are, then, at this moment the party in pos- 
session; we are entitled to possession; we are the 
party in possession; and when we connect that with 
the statement of Messrs. Huskisson and Adding- 
ton, British commissioners in 1826, how do the 
parties stand? ‘They say: 

‘‘ Great Britain claims no exclusive sovereignty 
‘over any portion of that re Her present 
* claim, not in respect to any part, 


‘ with other States, leaving the right of exclusive | 
‘dominion in abeyance.” 
Now, then, we have the right of possession; | 


they claim exclusive sovereignty over no part of || 


that territory. What, then, is the exact position | 
of the parties under the convention of 1818? We | 
were then the party in possession; she sets up no 

claim of exclusive sovereignty, and inevitably she 

can be put in no other attitude than that of receiy- 

ing from us franchises; we being in possession, | 
give her citizens the same privileges enjoyed by our | 
citizens. She claiming no exclusive possession, 

and we being in possession, and having the right 

of possession, in what position will the notice place 

her? We give the notice and terminate the treaty; 

these franchises of course terminate; and instead, | 
of we being the aggressor, as maintained by the 1] 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr,] | 
should she’attempt to thwart our law, to resist us, 
she will be the party aggressing upon us. They 
have already agreed that we are the party in pos- 
session, that they claim no exclusive possession ; 
and when we give this notice we throw ourselves 
back in the precise position we occupied in 1818 
and in 1827. We will then necessarily pass our 
laws and extend our jurisdiction over Oregon; and 
not only that, but we are not necessarily called on | 
to drive out every English subject there. Their 
officers cannot exercise jurisdiction, but at the 
same time their citizens will stand in the Oregon 
territory, while our relations continue of a friendly 
character, in the same position that English sub- 





ernment sends thither regiments of dragoons, takes 
possession of those forts which are now the forts 
of the country, and hangs out her flag from them: || 
then we assumemilitary possession of the country, | 
and not till then. | 
Then, if this is the position into which the par- || 
ties are thrown, as we have the most perfect right || 
under the treaty, and, as it is so arn that we | 
can give the notice at any time, what reason can || 
they urge if we give the notice, why it should be | 
considered a cause of offence? He defied gentle- 
men to give the opinion of any British statesman | 
who occupied a position of responsibility, that the 
notice would bea just cause of war. No; it isa re- 
served right. We state to the British Government | 
that. *‘ this territory, which we were willing to oc- | 
cupy in common in times gone by; that the circum- | 
stances have changed in reference to it ; that our || 
settlers have gone there; they will go there; we are || 
perfectly willing to have them go there; and we | 
| 
| 





want to know where our boundaries are; we are | 
unwilling to hold out the inducement to them to || 
go and settle on your territory. In order to avoid || 
future difficulties between us, we want to termi- | 
nate the treaty, and draw the line distinctly be- | 
tween us.’’ Could any gentleman say this would ] 
be war? It has been assumed on all hands—omit 
to give the notice, and pass your bills granting | 
titles to your settlers, securing them homes and || 
protection, and there will be war, and a war for || 
which there will be some plausible pretence that || 
we have attempted to seize and take exclusive | 
possession of a territory secured to her joint oc- | 





put to the whole, || 
‘is limited toa right of joint occupancy in common |) 


notice; the British Government may take offence 
at our stubbornness; she may say we demand too 
much; our demands are such as she will never 
yield to; but if a stubborn and hostile spirit should 
rule the hour, and we be involved in war, it will 
be consolatory to every member on this floor that 
he has followed the line which honor and good 
faith point out; that he has acted in accordance 
with a reserved rights we possess; that he has 
not wantonly violated the obligations of honor and 
justice. 

Then he said that the notice, instead of being a 


war measure, was the only honorable peaceful || 
measure; and assuming that the people of the Uni- | 


ted States, their masters, demand some action of 
them—some earnest of what they intend to do to 
show that they were- for Oregon—they could only 
take that step. He had voted against giving the 
notice last year, and when it was inserted in the 
bill, he did not vote at all. He did right then, in 
his judgment; and he should now, with equal con- 


| fidence in the correctness of his course, vote for 
| the notice. At that time there was a pending ne- 
gotiation, It was understood daily that it would | 


soon be brought to aclose. Both Houses of Con- 
gress called for the correspondence. The Execu- 
tive declined to give it; and then it was that he 


used this expression in his speech, which would | 


justify him, at all events, for the vote which he 
should now give: 

‘*] object to this amondment, because this 
‘ House 1 
* we all know has taken place between our Secre- 


‘tary of State and the British Minister, and that | 
‘correspondence has not yet been communicated 


‘to us. When it comes, if it appears that England 
‘is evading the settlement of this Oreron contro- 
‘ versy, if she delays determination for frivolous 
‘causes, I shall cheerfully vote it as my opinion 


'*that it is the duty of the President to give the 


‘notice which determines the | pws occupancy. 
‘ But tll then, for my own part, 


| * tion will not be press, 


What did the President now say to us? That 


he has made a most liberal proposition; that he 
_ has offered to concede everything which he could | 
justify to his conscience or to the people. And | 
| how was that proposition received? It was su- 


perciliously rejected. The British Minister re- 
turned it, saying that he could not receive it; and 
that— 

“The undersigned, therefore, trusts that the 
‘American plenipotentiary will be prepared to 
‘ offer some further proposal for the settlement of 
‘the Oregon question more consistent with fair- 
‘ness and equity, and with the reasonable expec- 
‘ tdtions of the British Government.”’ 

Then he took these points: that for us to extend 
to our settlers in Oregon the laws which we all say 
their situation demands, to give to them magis- 


trates and protection, and, above all, the homes 
|| they seek, without bringing this treaty to a termi- 
nation, will be considered by the British Govern- || 
_ment—will be considered by a large portion of | 
_ their people, taking as the index of their senti- 


ments the expressions of some of their statesmen— 


/a gross violation of existing treaty stipulations. | 


Then it is that we cover ourselves with dishonor, 
and involve ourselves in war—clearly in a war of 
disgrace, 

He said, then, that we can give this notice with- 
out giving the reasons for it; but we have ample 
reasons. The circumstances of the country are 
changed; our citizens are now settling it; they 
will settle; and we do not intend to stop their set- 
tling; and it is necessary for us to know how much 
of the territory we are entitled to, and to draw the 
line distinctly between the two Governments. 


| Then if war come, we have to say, let it come; 
we are not going to start back from our just posi- | 


tion by fear; we have our rights, and we intend to 


| assert them. 


But it had been said on all sides, and particu- 
larly by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Sain that there will be no war; and he did not 
know whether he correctly understood the gentle- 
man that Great Britain would not go to war for 
Oregon, because if she did she would lose all Ore- 
gon and all the territory north of this Capitol. But 
Mr. T. argued that we could never suppose that 
her councils would he influenced by such con- 
siderations, Interest could control the British 


Parliament; fear, never. And we could make no ! 


ias called for the correspondence, which | 


hope this ques- | 


|, sition by fear. 
|| But Mr. T. proceeded to say that there were 
| many reasons why Great Britain would not oo to 
| war; and the great one which he mentioned, Was 
| her interests; she would see that her interests 
would be best poamanns by remaining at peace 
Her interests had a powerful contro] over her 
Government. It was in such a commercial Goy. 
| ernment, and all commercial governments wer. 
under the control of their interests; and were je. 
oer selfish. The bond, then, which required 
her to keep the peace was the cotton crop of the 
Union. By the annexation of Texas, this Goy. 
ernment controls nine-tenths of all the cottoy. 
|| growing interests throughout the world. By a 
war with the United States, Great Britain would 
necessarily lose the direct tradé with this Gover). 
_ ment in this great leading staple. The contineyta) 
| powers of Europe equalled if not surpassed Grea; 
Britain in the manufacture of all other articles oe, 
_cept cotton; but by the superiority of her ya. 
_chinery and of her skill, she had as the mo- 
nopoly of the markets of the world for her cotton 
manufactures. The cotton from the United States 
now goes to Liverpool, and the continental powers 
| get their cotton there. But break the connexioy 
by war, you carry our cotton to the continent, the 
amount will necessarily be lessened, but they w;!} 
be enabled to get their cotton cheaper, and she wi!) 
be compelled to procure her cotton of them. You 
thus strike a deadly blow to her commercial Supe- 
riority, and the markets of the world. There was 
| a disposition, this moment, in England, to open 
their markets to our corn, our wheat, and bread- 
stuffs; and he hoped, before the rising of thiy 
Congress, there would be a disposition manifested 
to open our ports more liberally to all the nations 
of the earth. England would here see a strong 
argument for peace; and when she reflects-that her 
interests are so intimately interwoven with ours, 
and which would be broken off and separated by 
war, her interests for peace will be larger than any 
motives she may have for war, and he believed 
they would decide the question and cause the beam 
to kick for peace. 

There was also another great consideration 
which was suggested to him why she should de- 
| sire to keep peace with us, and that was, the 
amount of indebtedness of this country to thai— 
all which would necessarily stop the very moment 
the declaration of war was made. 

When he added together these interests in behalf 
of peace, and the interests in favor of war, the bal- 
ance was so great in favor of peace that he did not 
fear that Great Britain would listen to the extrava- 
gant speeches of gentlemen on this floor, threaten- 
| ing to lick Great Britain, and our eagle to conquer 
her lion. These had been brilliant declamations; 
he had no part to take in them. He had no idea 
that these war speeches would have an influence 
on her if we acted on the principle of honor; if we 
demanded only our clear, acknowledged, and re- 
served rights, by giving notice for the termination 
of this convention, and asking her to fix distinctly 
the line between us, that our settlers may know 
where to plant themselves. 

But it was said that we should have no war be- 
cause James K. Polk would back out. Those 
who made this assertion knew not the man. They 
professed not to know who he was during the can- 
| vass, but he thought they had found him out. He 
was a man of iron nerve, of great sternness of 
character; and he looked upon him as being the 
last man who would yield or back out. But he 
thought this question was theirs, and he hoped 
they would not back out, or attempt to throw over 
upon him the responsibility. 

Gentlemen in this debate had said a great deal 
about the section of the country in which he lived; 
that they were opposed to a war because of its dis- 
astrous consequences to the South. There was no 
section of this Union, he presumed, which would 
feel more heavily the weight of war; yet this in- 
discriminate assault upon the South was unwor- 
thy of gentlemen; this assumption that it was a sec- 
tional question—that it was a northern question— 
was abies and absurd. The question was as 
much a southern asa northern question; it came 
home as nearly to his heart as to the heart of any 

ntleman on this floor. Gentlemen should rememi- 

r that there may be differences of opinion be- 
tween individuals from different sections of the 


Union; but, as regards the South, they have never 
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a actuated by any such narrow and contracted 


considerations whenever national interests are in- | 
yolved. In every national dispute, the South has || 


always been with the country; in the assertion of 


“ 


our rights, she has always been first and foremost | 


in their defence. . i 
those gentlemen with whom he acted—with whom 
he would go heart and hand in asserting, under ex- 
isting treaty stipulations, all our rights, in carry- 
ing forward our interests, and maintaining our 
jhonor—he disliked exceedingly to see these men, 
whose honor he knew, whose hearts he knew were | 
for the country, and who had no sectional feelings | 
when national interests were at stake—to sce it | 
suspected that their feelings and opinions were | 


And he disliked very much that | 


colored by the section of the country from which | 


they came. It is unjust and utterly unworthy any | 


member on this floor to cast such an imputation on || 


them. 


He might be considered a western as well as a | 


southern man. All his interests and feelings were 
with the South, but his location was in the valley 


of the Mississippi, which was one day to be the |) 
heart of the country, and whose people are the first 


to go to Oregon. ‘Their pres sles and their feel- 


ines, then, demanded of them that they should do | 


all they could in honor to make them feel that they 
are American citizens, and that they are under the 
protection and defence of the Government of the | 
Unted States, after they have emigrated to Oregon, 
so far as that protection and defence can be ex- 
tended to them. 

He had thus expressed his views, as he thought, 
clearly. It had not been his purpose to contro- 
vert the positions taken by gentlemen on this floor. 
He had contented himself with stating his own 
position, and the reasons which induced him to 
believe that the course he had avowed himself in 


due regard to the honor of the country. If war | 
was tocome out of the present difficulties, firm | 
action was demanded; but this notice was the | 
means by which, if it could be avoided, it would 
be avoided, and it was the only means, unless they | 
contented themselves to do nothing, to leave the 
country, to leave our people who are now emi- 
grating to Oregon under the guardianship and pro- 
tection of themselves. They have their American 
hearts; they will form their own government; and 
they will cross the mountains, and they will no 
doubt defend themselves. But as they settle, they 

want to know whether they are settling on soil to | 
which we have a title, or on soil which will be 
surrendered. But the only means of peace, be- 
side giving the notice, is to do nothing, to abandon 
the country. Would gentlemen call that an hon- 
orable peace? If so, they must have peculiar and 
singular notions of honor different from those he 
had. He considered that that would be a dis- 
graceful peace, a cowardly peace. It would bea 
shrinking back from the assertion of our acknowl- 
edged rights; and the time had not come when this 
Government, strong and athletic as she is, was to 
shrink back from the maintenance of her just rights. 
When we had not failed to vindicate them, and 
successfully, too, with a population of three mil- 
lions, in 1776, of eight ete 1812, should we 
now, with a population of over twenty millions, 
in 1846, ignominiously shrink back from defend- | 
ing them? He could say for himself, as he said 
to his constituents on the hustings, that he would 
pledge his constituents to stand by the assertion | 
of our rights in Oregon; and he he that they 





would stand by the country, and that they would 
take the consequences. They required him to go 
forward in the path of honor, of right, and of jus- 
lice; and if gentlemen were afraid of war being the | 
consequence of such a course, he told them that 
the people of the United States would take the 
consequences, and they would abide the issue of a 
rm and manly defence of national rights and na- 
tional honor. 

Mr. T. having concluded, 

Mr. LEAKE obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise, (not having his papers, &., 
with him.) 

On which motion no quorum voted. 

The committee, thereupon, rose, and reported 
the fact to the House. 


Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL moved that there be a 
call of the House. 


A motion to adjourn was made, and—by yeas | 
62, nays 87—was Slee “mas aan 


A motion for the call of the House was rejected. 


























Mr. S. JONES asked leave to lay on the table 
an amendment, by way of addition to the joint res- 
olution of notice reported from the Committee on 


| Foreign Affairs. 


The SPEAKER said that a quorum being now 
present, the first question would be on going back 
into committee. 

_ The House declared that it would not go back 
into committee, but that it would adjourn. 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 3, 1846. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from the Department of War, accom- 
panied by an abstract of the returns of the militia of 
the United States, with their arms, accoutrements, 
and ammunition, taken from the latest returns re- 


| ceived; which, 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, was referred 
to the Committee on the Militia, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a communication from the Department of 
War, accompanied by a map of Florida, prepared 
by the Bureau of Topographical Engineers; which 
was laid on the table. 
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Mr. YULEE moved that the above map be en- 
t 


graved; which motion lies over. 

Mr. Y. also presented the petition of Wm. Mar- 
vin, praying the confirmation of his title to a tract 
of land in Florida; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ARCHER presented thirteen memorials of 
citizens of the United States, praying an amend- 


| ment of the naturalization laws, so as to require 


twenty-one years’ residence of the alien before he 


D . p : | shall be entitled to exercise the elective franchise; 
favor of, was that dictated by sound policy and a || 


which were referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. JOHN M. CLAYTON presented the me- 
morial of masters of vessels and others interested, 
praying that New Castle, in the State of Delaware, 
may be made a port of entry, by uniting said town 
with Wilmington, in the same State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. THOMAS CLAYTON presented a memo- 
rial upon the same subject ; which was also refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented several memorials 
from shipmasters and others engaged in the navi- 
gation of the lakes, praying that Cattaraugus har- 
bor may be finished and lighted; which were refer- 


| red to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Joshua 
Appleby, praying remuneration for property de- 
stroyed by the destruction of a light-house at Sand 
Key, Florida, of which he was keeper; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DIX presented two petitions of shipmasters, 

raying the completion and lighting of Cattaraugus 
faxbors which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. D. also presented the memorial of fifty citi- 
zens of Tioga county, New York, in relation to 
certain Indian treaties; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. UPHAM presented a petition numerously | 
signed by citizens of Montpelier, Vermont, pray- | 
ing the passage of a law or adoption of measures | 
for the establishment of a congress of nations to | 
arbitrate and adjust all international difficulties; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Mary B. 
Hook, widow of James H. Hook, deceased, late 


an officer in the army of the United States, pray-_ 
ing compensation for his services in the bureau for | 


emigrating Indians, in 1835 and 1836; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. CALHOUN rose to present the memorial | 


of the Memphis convention. The document was, 
he remarked, drawn up with great ability, and 
presented a full view of the important subjects 


which occypied the deliberations of the convention. | 
In presenting the memorial, he would take the op- | 


portunity to state that there were some of its re- | 


commendations which did not come within his | 


view of the constitutional powers of Congress; and 


there were others based on grounds in which he | 


could not agree. But in all the other points of the 
memorial, he entirely concurred. He moved that 
it be printed for the use of the Senate, and referred 


|| to a select committee of five. 


| 
} 


a a 


The motion was then put, and agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT appointed Messrs. Cat- 


_Houn, Arcueson, Sempce, Barrow, and Cuat- 


MERS, members of said select committee. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Robert 
and William Armstrong, praying compensation 
for services performed as spies in the army of 


| General Wayne, in 1793; which was referred to 


the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented additional documents 
in relation to the claim of the president and pre- 
fessors of William and Mary's cellege; which 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented additional docu- 
ments in relation to the petition of Edward Bolon; 
which were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. W. also presented a document in relation 
to lands granted to the State of Florida, for pur- 
poses of seminaries of learning and common 
schools; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. W. further presented the report of the At- 
torney General of the State of Florida, in relation 
to the boundary line of said State; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported ‘A bill granting a 


> pension to Joseph Morrison;”’ which bill was read 


a first time, and, with the report accompanying the 
same, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. also asked that said committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of James Low, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which was or- 
dered. : 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
A.R.S. Hunter, for remuneration for supplies fur- 
nished to Cherokee Indians, made an adverse re- 
port thereon; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. HANNEGAN, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to whom was referred **A bill 
for the improvement of the western waters,” re- 
ported the same, with several amendments; which 
were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported without amendment the bill to 
amend the act entitled ‘An act for the regulation 
of seamen on board the public and private armed 
vessels of the United States,’’ passed May 13th, 
1813, accompanied by a report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to whom was referred the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, made agreeably to law, 


. 4 . 
showing the names of clerks in that Department, 


&c., made a report thereon; which was laid on the 


' table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. F. also asked that said committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial of Jonathan Thompson and others, of New 
York city, and that the same be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce; which was ordered. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Henry Etting, a purser 
in the navy of the United States, reported a bill for 
his relief; which was read a first time, and, to- 
gether with the accompanying repoxi, was ordered 
to be printed. ‘ 

Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee of Claims, 
to whom was referred the resolutions of the State 


| of Georgia, in relation to her claims against the 


United States, asked that said committee be dis- 


| charged from its further consideration, and that it 


be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Also, from the memorial of Frederick Vincent, and 
that the same be referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims; which was so ordered. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
following resolution, presented a few days since 
by Mr. Pearce: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing 
to be published for the use of the Government of 
the United States 150 additional copies of the sci- 
entific works of the Exploring Expedition, now in 
course of preparation and publication. 


Mr. PEARCE said he would explain briefly the 


| object of the resolution, which was one of inquiry 
' merely. When the Exploring Expedition returned 
' to the United States, in 1842, Congress passed an 


| act directing the publication of the 


verics 
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made by the expedition, after the manner of the 
eanaliis voyage, published by the French Gov- 
ernment, and limited the number of copies to one 
hundred, the whole to be under the supervision 
and control of the Joint Committee on the Library. 
It was not thought expedient to publish the jour- 
nals of the different officers of the expedition, 
which would have made an undigested mass of 
matter. But all these journals having been deliv- 
ered up for the use of the Government, the Library 
Committee employed Captain Wilkes, the com- 
mander of the expedition, to write a narrative of 
the expedition. This has been done, and the Gov- 
ernment has been supplied with one hundred cop- 
ies. By an arrangement with Mr. Tappan, form- 
erly a member of the Senate and of the Library 
Committee, and its agent, Captain Wilkes was 
authorized to have the remainder of the token— 
that is, one hundred and fifty copies—printed for 
his own use, he paying three-fifths of the expense 
of the paper and printing. He has also published 
on his own account two smaller editions of the 
narrative; and it is proper to say that he has lib- 
erally supplied them to the public at very reduced 
rices, 

The public thus having access to the narrative, 
my resolution does not look to the publication, fur 
the Government, of any more copies of that work. 
It contemplates a publication of the scientific works 
prepared by the civilians attached to the expedi- 
tion. ‘The primary objects of the expedition were 
such as might be promotive of the commerce and 
navigation of the country. And next to these it 
was desired to extend the bounds of science, and 
promote the acquisition of knowledge generally. 
I'he result has been, the preparation of about 250 
surveys and charts, of great value to our navy and 
commercial marine, and the collection of large 
stores in the different departments of natural his- 
tory, which exceed in richness and variety the 
collections made by similar expeditions sent out 
by the Governments of France and England. The 
reports of the members of the scientific corps are 
in preparation; and, indeed, one of them has been 
published. lam safe in saying that these publi- 
cations will give reputations to the authors, and do 
honor to the science of the country. A distin- 
guished English geologist, who has examined one 
of these works, has pronounced it superior to any- 
thing of the kind heretofore published abroad. 
Some gentlemen have doubted the utility of these 
publications. For instance, I have myself been 
asked, of what possible practical benefit can be a 
work on conchology? Without giving the Senate 
a homily upon this subject, or playing the school- 
master, I may be permitted to say that since con- 
chology has been reduced to a science, it has been 
found to be a most useful handmaid to geology; 
assisting materially in ascertaining the stratifica- 
tion of the earth’s crust, and illustrating its geolo- 
gical history. I need scarcely add that geology is 
of the greatest practical utility in the important 
art of mining. The Senate need not be detained 
by further remarks on the value of natural his- 
tory. 

Only one hundred copies of these scientific works 
having been ordered to be published, and Congress 
having, by an act of the last session, directed the 


of the following resolution, submitted by Mr. |! 


Yuree; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be in- 
structed to prepare and report to the Senate esti- 
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| the said temporary provisions of the thir 
| of the convention of 1818, aforesaid, wer 
mates for the commencement of a dry-dock at Pen- || 
sacola, upon iife plan recommended by a board of | 


officers appointed under an act of Congress of | 


June 17, 1844. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. 
J. M. Criayron; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
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| And whereas, by another convention between 
the Powers aforesaid, of the 6th of August 189° 
9 40614, 


d article 


: > Were contin. 
ued indefinitely, and have thus remained jn foree 


to the present ae 

And whereas, by the provisions of the second 
article of the convention of the 6th August, }s9° 
aforesaid, the right was reserved to either e re 
aforesaid contracting Powers, in case either should 
| think fit, at any time after the 20th of Octobe. 


|| 1828, en giving due notice of twelve months to the 


directed to communicate to the Senate such infor- 
mation as he can obtain in regard to the naval | 
power of each of the maritime nations of the world, 


with the tonnage, number of merchant ships and || 


vessels, and the aggregate amount of the commerce 


of each. 
The Senate also proceeded to the consideration 


of the following resolution, submitted yesterday by || 


Mr. J. M, Crayron; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


be directed to communicate to the Senate such in- 


formation as he can obtain on the expediency of || af , irien 
ing || this country desires to maintain with all nations 


providing by law that ships and vessels navigating 
the river Delaware, shall carry lights, to avoid the 
danger of collision. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the | 


adverse report of the Committee on Pensions, in || 


relation to the petition of Lydia Lusk; which re- 
port was concurred in, 
Also the adverse report of the same committee 


other contracting party, to annul and abrogate th, 
said convention of 6th August, 1827, and thus ter. 
minate the temporary arrangement aforesaid: 

And whereas the said territory has become go. 
_tled, to a great extent, with the subjects of Grea: 
| Britain, through the instrumentality of incorpo. 
rated companies emanating from the said Gover. 
ment of Great Britain, and recently by a lare 
number of the citizens of the United States, by 4 
| direct emigration, so that a longer continuance of 
‘the above recited provisions of the convention 
aforesaid endangers those friendly relations whieh 


arce 


on honorable and equitable terms: 

And whereas this Government has made repeat- 
ed and laudable efforts to settle and adjust the 
claims of both parties in the spirit of liberal com. 
| promise, but without success: with a view, there- 
| fore, of fixing a limit beyond which the final ad- 


|| justment of this question, so essential to the peace 


on the petition of William Nichols; which report | 


was concurred in. 
Mr. BRIGHT moved that the special order of 
the day be postponed, in order to take from the ta- 


ble the bill to pay the debt ascertained to be due to | 


Texas, &e. 
Mr. B. said that he made this motion at the 


suggestion of the friends of the bill for the purpose || 


of moving a reconsideration of the vote taken yes- || 
|| months to the 


terday on the amendment submitted by Mr. Evans. 
His views, however, on the subject, had under- 
gone no change. 

The motion to take up was agreed to; where- 
upon Mr. B. moved a reconsideration of the vote 
taken on Mr. Evans’s amendment, upon which 
the yeas and nays were asked and sleek. and, 
being taken, resulted—yeas {22, nays 22; where- 
upon 


The PRESIDENT voted in the affirmative, and | 


the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE suggested that the bill for the 
augmentation of the navy of the United States be 
passed over informally for the present, as his col- 
league was not well enough to speak upon it, he 


| [Mr. Westcott] having the floor; and it was so 


distribution of sixty copies among the States of || 


the Union and foreign Governments, there remain 
only forty copies. It is manifest that, if no more 
be published, they will be sealed books to the 
great body of literary and scientific men in the 
country, and thus important ends of the expedi- 
tion will be entirely defeated. 

The Government has already found it necessary 
to make a special appropriation for the publication 
of additional numbers of the charts and surveys 
for the use of the navy and mercantile marine, 
which are in great demand. 

They are supplied to the owners and masters of 
vessels at the cost of the paper and printing— 
selling for 12} and 25 cents, according to the size. 
Many of these charts are such as our naval officers 
have been obliged to give from $3 to $5 each for. 

I do not propose the distribution of these extra 
copies among the members of Congress—a practice 
which I reprobate. But I do desire to see them 


tutions of the country; and, if the Library Com- 
mittee agree with me, they will make such a dis- 
position of them. 


The resolution was then agreed to. 


he Senate next proceeded to the consideration 


agreed. 
Mr. SPEIGHT moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Executive business, and 


said that the calendar was very large, and con- | 
, HH 
The motion was agreed to; the Senate proceed- || 


stantly increasing. 


ed into Executive session, and after some time 
spent therein, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 3, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 


proved. 
OREGON. 
Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, rose, and ask- 
ed leave to introduce a joint resolution, which, he 
said, he desired, at the propér time, to offer as an 


_amendment to the joint resolution of notice re- 


ported by the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The 
resolution was read as follows: 


Whereas, by the third article of a convention be- 


| tween the United States and the King of the Uni- 


ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, of the 
2th October, 1818, it was agreed that any country 


that may be claimed by either party on the north- 


west coast of America westward of the Stony 
mountains, shall, together with its harbors, bays, 


rhic! them || and creeks, and the navigation of all rivers within 
distributed among the colleges and literary insti- | 


the same, be free and open to the vessels, citizens, 


| and subjects of both Powers, for the term of ten 


years from the date of said convention, but with- 
out prejudice to any claim which either of the 
two contracting parues may have to any part of 
said country: 





| 
| 


of the two countries, cannot be longer delayed, 
and at the same time of affording every possible 
opportunity to such final adjustment, on terms 
alike honorable and satisfactory to both parties, 
be it, therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States of 
America be requested to give due notice of twelve 

Reveniaen of Great Britain, that, 
| after the expiration of the said term of notice, the 
United States of America will annul and abrogate 
the said convention on the 6th of August, 1897, so 
continuing the provisions of the third article of 
the convention of the 20th of October, 1818, as 
| aforesaid. 

After some objection on the part of Mr. Mc- 
CONNELL, who intimated his desire to debate— 

The resolution (having been read twice by its 
title) was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. : 

Mr. ST. JOHN, on leave given, presented cer- 
tain joint resolutions of the Legislature of Ohio, 
asking Congress to quiet certain land titles: refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. YELL, on leave given, withdrew from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of the 
claimants of the steamboat ‘‘ Southwestern.” 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose, and asked leave at 
this time to introduce a bill which he said he had 
been for some days desiring an opportunity to 
present. 

The title having been read, the reading of the 
bill was called for, and it was read, as follows: 

Whereas, by the convention concluded on the 
| 20th day of October, 1818, between the United 
States of America and the King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, it was, in 
the third article thereof, agreed that any country 
that may be claimed by either party on the north- 
west coast of America, waned of the Stony 
mountains, shall, together with its harbors, bays, 
and creeks, and the navigation of all rivers within 
the same, be free and open for the term of ten years 
from the date of the signature of the present con- 
vention to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the 
| the Powers, it being well understood that this 
| agreement is not to be construed to the prejudice 
| of any claim which either of the two high contract- 
| ing parties may have to any part of the said coun- 
‘try; nor shall it be taken to affect the claims of 
| any other Power or State to any part of said coun- 
| try; the only object of the high contracting par 
ties in that respect being to prevent disputes and 
differences among themselves: And whereas, by & 
convention between the same parties, conclude 
on the 6th of August, 1827, it was d to con- 
tinue in force for an indefinite period the provisions 
of the third article of the convention of the 20th 
of October, 1818, and was also further agreed and 
| provided that it shall be competent, however, '° 
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either of the contracting parties, in case either | 


| had been brought against them and against her, of 
should think fit atany ume after the 20th of Octo- || a departure from the ancient republican faith. He 
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per, 1828, on giving due notice of twelve months 1 then passed on to some of the considerations which 


tothe other contracting party, to annul and abro- || 
gate this convention; and it shall in such case be | 
entirely annulled and abrogated after the expira- | 
jon of said term of notice: And whereas it is | 
thought fit on the part of the United States to an- | 
nul and abrogate said convention: 

Pe it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of | 
Representatives of the United States of America in || 
Congress assembled, That the said convention shall || 
be annulled and abrogated at the expiration of | 
twelve months after the date of the delivery to the 
»overnment of Great Britain of the due notice re- 
quired to be given. \| 

Be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States is hereby authorized and required, 
in such solemn and respectful mode as he may 
deem proper, to cause the said due notice to be 
civen in the name of the United States, one of the 
contracting parties, to the government of Great 
Britain, the other contracting party. 

Be it further enacted, ‘That for the purpose of | 
enabling the President to comply herewith at as 
earlya day as he may think advisable, there be 
appropriated a sum not exceeding — doliars, | 
to be used, if necessary, and to be paid out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated ; 
but nothing in this act is intended to interfere with | 
the right and discretion of the proper authorities | 
of the two contracting parties to renew or pursue | 
negotiations for an amicable settlement of the con- | 
troversy respecting the Oregon territory. 

The SPEAKER said that the question would | 

1 
| 


a 


be on leave to introduce the bill. 

And no objection having been made, the bill was 
read a second time by its title. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that it be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and that it be printed. 

Mr. McCONNELL desired to move to strike 
out all that portion of the bill which related to ne- 

otiations. 

The SPEAKER said a motion to amend the bill | 
wasnotnow inorder. ‘l'he motion was to commit. 

And the question having been taken, the bill was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 


Mr. ASHMUN asked and obtained leave at this 
time to offer the following resolution; which was 
read for information : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the House of Rep- 
resentatives any information in his possession not 
heretofore communicated which affects the relations 


| amicable adjustment. 





existing between the United States and the Repub- i 


lic of Mexico, and particularly whether the army 
or navy of the United States, or any part of either, 
has been ordered to move towards that republic, 
end what occurrences have come to the knowl- 
tdge of the President to require such a movement, 
provided the information can, in his opinion, be 
communicated without detriment to the public in- 
terest. 

Mr. HOUSTON suggested that this resolution 
must lie over one day. 

The Speaker assented. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, in order to consider the resolution at this 
ume, 

And the question being taken, the House refused 
to suspend the rules. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH asked leave to offer a 
resolution. 

Mr. COLLAMER desired a similar privilege. 

Mr. MCCONNELL moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
siate of the Union. 

The motion (at first apparently rejected) was 
=e —- by tellers; “9 vote standing, ayes 
‘V, noes OU. 





OREGON. 


So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tin- 
batrs, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the joint resolution of notice. 

Mr. LEAKE was entitled to the floor, and 


addressed the committee during the hour. He | 
directed a 


a TS 


as 


considerable portion of his remarks to || that I have anything new to offer, and 


| attention of the House and the country for many 


induced him to oppose the joint resolution of no- 
tice. He would not enter into an examination of 


| the merits of our title; it would be a work of su- 


pererogation so to do after the discussion which 


| the subject had received here, and after the lucid 


exposition of our claim which had been put forth | 
by Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Buchanan. He declared 

his belief that our title up to forty-nine and a half 

was clear and unquestionable, and he held it also 

as good against England up to 54° 40’. He should 

therefore pursue such a course as in his opinion 

would be best calculated to secure our rights to the 

whole country, and to bring the controversy to an 

He did not think that to 

give this notice was the best course that could be 

adopted to accomplish our object. He believed 

that it would lead to war, since, if it was given, it 

must either be followed up by ulterior action, or | 
must have the appearance of mere bravado on the 

part of this nation. He believed that the notice 

gotiation. He was in favor of adopting such a 

a violation of the convention, and which, looking | 
to the rate at which emigration had been going on 
for two years past, would ina short time soon 
place us in a condition to repel any aggression that 
might there be made on our rights. 

[This speech will appear in the Appendix. ] 


course of policy as was fairly open to us without || 
| 
| 


Mr. STRONG then obtained the floor, and | 


| ‘be immedietely extended over our citizens in Ore- 


spoke as follows: 

Mr. Cuatrman: It is not my purpose to occupy 
the attention of the House during the brief period 
allotted to me. Though I have made an effort, in 
common with others for several days past, to ob- | 
tain the floor, and hitherto without success, | have 
done so not in accordance with either my inclina- 
tion or my judgment. Personally I have felt great 
reluctance in obtruding myself upon the attention 
of the committee; but, coming as I do from one of | 
the largest States of the confederacy, it is meet | 
and proper that her citizens should be heard, at | 
least occasionally, through her representatives in 
this hall, on a question declared on all sides to be 
of more importance than any that has engaged the 


years. Whatever, therefore, of personal reluc- 


and particularly those of the district which I have 

the honor, and which it is my pride, to represent, 
will expect and require from their servants here 
something more than a mere silent vote, I shall 
conform tu their supposed wishes and expectations 
with great cheerfulness, however imperfectly the 
duty may be performed. The House will there- 
fore allow me, as I trust, to state very briefly what 
I believe to be the views and sentiments of a great 
majority of the people of the State of New York, 
and especially those who sent me here, in relation 
to the great issues involved in this discussion. In 
doing this, I shall not attempt to arrange and put 
in order the facts and arguments which may be 


brought to bear upon the one side of the question | 


or the other, to set them in measured phrases, or 


to express them in beautifully-rounded periods, | 


We have been entertained for may days with fine 
specimens of eloquence and of oratory, and have 
listened by the hour to splendid declamation. The 
House has been sometimes enlivened by brilliant 
sallies of wit, and at others, the harsher tones of 


crimination and recrimination have fallen upon the | 


ear. But, with great deference, I may ask whether, 
in these flights of fancy and of the imagination, in 
these offensive personal allusions, and attempts to 
excite sectional jealousies, and array one part of 
the Union against another, the understanding of 
the House has heen enlightened, or its judgment 
informed. It really does seem to me, sir, that with 
few exceptions, which it would be invidious to 
icularize, and, notwithstanding this protracted 
debate, the various subjects under consideration 
are much in the same state as they were after the 
President’s Message and the accompanying docu- 
ments were first laid upon our table 
with these exceptions, very little additional infor- 


mation has been elicited, or light thrown upon the || 


Neither can I claim 
propose 


sulsject-matter of the debate. 


the vindication of the State of Virginia and of her || little more than to present the question in its sim- 
representatives on this floor from the charge which plest form, and to state the reasons why I shall 


| give my vote in favor of the notice to Great Brit- 


| . . . 
‘during the negotiation. 


| of compromise, which would make the Columbia 


tance I may feel to engage in this debate, still, be- | © the line south of forty-nine degrees, with a trifling 


lieving that the people of the State of New York, || 





es; and that, | 
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ain to terminate this joint occupation, or in 
terest, or whatever it may be called. For this 


| purpose, I refer to the President’s Message, and 


particularly to the following passages : 
** The extraordinary and wholly inadmissible de- 


| ‘mands of the British Government, and the re- 


‘ jection of the proposition made in deference alone 
‘to what had been done by my predecessors, and 
‘the implied obligation which their acts seemed to 
‘impose, afford satisfactory evidence that no com- 
‘ promise which the United States ought to accept 
‘ean be effected. With this conviction, the propo- 
‘sition of compromise which had been made and 
‘rejected, was, by my direction, subsequently with- 
* drawn, and our title to the whole Oregon territory 
‘asserted, and, as believed, maintained by irrefra- 
‘able facts and arguments.’’ 

** All attempts at compromise having failed, it 


|| * becomes the duty of Congress to consider what 


‘ measures it may be proper to adopt for the secu- 
‘ rity and protection of our citizens now inhabiting, 


| or who may hereafter inhabit, Oregon, and for 


would be an inseparable barrier in the way of ne- || ‘the maintenance of our just title to that terri- 


‘torv.” 

‘* This notice it would, in my judgment, be proper 
‘to give; and I recommend that provision be made 
‘ by law for giving it accordingly, and terminating 


| *in this manner the convention of the 6th of Au- 
| * gust, 1827.” 


** Beyond all question, the protection of our laws 
‘and our jurisdiction, civil and criminal, ought to 


‘gon. They have had just cause to complain of 


| Sour long neglect in this particular. 


‘*At the end of the year’s notice, should Congress 
‘think it proper to make provision for giving that 


| *notice, we shall have reached a period when the 


‘ national rights in Oregon must either be abandoned or 
‘firmly maintained. That they cannot be abandoned 
‘ without a sacrifice ef both national honor and interest, 
‘is too clear to admit of a doubt. 

** Oregon is a part of the North American con- 
‘tinent, to which it is confidently affirmed the title 


| ‘ef the United States is the best now in existence. 
| * For the grounds on which that title rests, 1 refer you 


‘to the correspondence of the late and present Sec- 
‘retary of State with the British Plenipotentiary, 
The British proposition 


‘ addition of detached territory to the United States 
‘north of that river, and would leave on the British 


| * side two-thirds of the whole Oregon territory, ineludin 


‘ the free navigation of the Columbia, and all the valua- 
‘ ble harbors on the Pacific, can never for a moment be 
‘ entertained by the United States, without an abandon- 
* ment of their just and clear territorial rights, their own 
* self-respect, and the national honor.”’ 

Now, sir, when the President has thus defined 
what he means by the ** Oregon territory,’’ in such 
explicit terms, and has declared that our title to it 
is beyond all question, and that to abandon it is to 
give up our “ just and clear territorial rights, our 
own self-respect, and the national honor,”’ is it not 
marvellous to hear gentlemen contend on this floor 
that there is nothing in the President’s Message 
which goes to assert our claim to Oregon beyond 
the 49th parallel of latitude? But the President 
does not stop here; he refers us to the “ correspond- 
ence of the late and present Secretary of State” 
with the British minister, for the grounds of our 
title to the ‘‘ Oregon territory.’’ In that corres- 
pondence, and in the letter of the present able 
Secretary, I find the following sentences: 

‘« The undersigned again remarks, that it is not 
‘ his purpose to repeat the argument by which his 
‘ predecessor, Mr. Calhoun, has demonstrated the 
‘ American title to the entire region drained by the 
| * Columbia river and its branches. He will not thus 
‘impair its force.”’ 

‘* Upon the whole, from the most careful and 
‘ample examination which the undersigned has 
‘ been able to bestow upon the subject, he is satis- 
‘ fied that the Spanish American title now held by 
| ‘the United States, embracing the whole territory 





‘ and 40 minutes, is the best title in existence to this 
| § entire region; and that the claim of Great Britain to 
‘ any portion of it has no sufficient foundation. Even 
| * British geographers have not doubted our title 
| ‘ to the territory in dispute. 
|  ** Notwithstanding such was, and still is, the opin- 
| ‘ion of the President, yet, in the spirit of compro- 


|| § between the parallels of 42 degrees and 54 degrees 
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‘mise and concession, and in deference to the ac- i made; I am glad t 
1 D 


‘ tion of his predecessors, the undersigned,” &c. 

‘* Such a proposition as that which has been made 
* never would have been authorized by the President had 
* this been a new question,’’ ~~ 

‘* Under these circumstances, the undersigned is 
‘instructed by the President to say, that he owes it 
‘to his own country, and a just ay eciation of her 
* tille to the Oregon territory, to withdraw the prop- 
* osition to the British Government.”’ 

‘These extracts place the nature of our claim to 
the Oregon territory in so clear a point of view, 
and define the extent of that claim in such explicit 
and precise terms, as to leave no room for doubt or 
cavil. What further evidence have we as to our 
In a debate in the Senate, on the 
Ashburton treaty, a distinguished Senator, Colo- 
nel Benton, in speaking of Oregon declared it to 
be—**A country equal in extent to the Atlantic por- 
‘tion of the old thirteen States ; superior in cli- 
‘mate, soil and configuration; adjacent to the great 
‘valley of the Mississippi, fronting Asia, holding 
‘the key of the north Pacific ocean, the only coun- 
‘try fit for colonization on the extended coast of 
* northwest America; a country which belongs to the 
‘ United States by a title as clear as their title to the 
‘District of Columbia. It is for the great West to 
‘see that no traitorous treaty shall abandon it to 
‘Great Britain. Contented with her possession, 
*Great Britain wants de lay, that time may ripen pos- 
* session into title, and fortunate events facilitate her 
designs. My colleague and myself were sounded on 
on this point. Our answer forbade the belief that 
‘we would compromise or sacrifice the rights and in- 
* terests of our country; and this may have been the 
* reason why we’ve no formal negotiations in rela- 
‘tron toit. Had we been soft enough, there might 
‘have been an agreement to divide our country by 


‘ 


‘ 


THE C 


‘ the river, or to refer the whole title to the decision of 


a friendly sovereign.”’ 

Governor Wright, of New York, during the 
eanvass of 1844, declared at a public meeting, be- 
fore thousands, * that our title to Oregon was as 
clear to his mind as that the State of New York 
was a part of the federal Union.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, the rights and claims of the 
United States to Oregon have been before the 
American people, and made a subject of investiga- 
tion and reflection by them for years. So matured 
was the public mind upon this very question, that 
in May, 1844, when delegates from every part of 
the Union met in Baltimore for the purpose of 
nominating a candidate for President and Vice 
President, to be supported by the democratic par- 
ty, those delegates, thus assembled in convention, 
drew up a declaration of principles, framed with 


great circumspection and care, and published them | 


in the shape of resolutions, as the political creed of 
the democratic party, to the maintenance and sup- 
port of which those candidates were solemnly 
pledged when they accepted the nomination. They 
were elected upon the strength and by virtue of the 
principles thus promulgated. 
solutions, the following stands conspicuous: 


Amongst those re- 


** Resolved, That the title of the United States to | 


‘the territory of Oregon being unquestionable, we || 


‘ 


hold it to be the bounden duty of our Government, 
as we believe it to be the sentiment of the wnited 
democratic party, that this territory should be pre- 
‘served entire and undivided; that no part of it 
* should be surrendered to any foreign power, but that 
early and effectual provisions should be made by 
law for its complete oceupation, and for the protec- 
* tion and security of our citizens now settled in and 
* emigrating to it.”’ 

Nobly and truly has our excellent and worthy 
President stood by those who elected him, and 
fulfilled his duty to the letter. The first opportu- 
nity which he had, officially, to declare his opin- 
ions, he seized upon the occasion to repeat the al- 
ready expressed sentiments and views of the Amer- 
tean people, and in his Inaugural Address employ- 
ed the very language of the Baltimore convention, 
when he asserted that the title of the United States 
to Oregon was ‘clear and unquestionable.”? The 
same views and opinions are repeated in his mes- 
sage, with the strongest confidence in their cor- 
rectness, and after the most mature and careful ex- 
amination, together with the fact—which I con- 
fess, Mr, Chairman, took me by surprise, and [ 
do vot yet quite understand it—that a compromise 
had been offered on the forty-ninth parallel, and 
rejected by the British Government. I do not 
blame the President for causing that offer to be 


s 








rejected. Ido not believe, if that offer had been 
accepted by the British Government, and a treaty 
made and even ratified by the Senate, that the peo- 
| ple of the United States would have approved or 
| sanctioned it. My belief is, that sek a treaty 
would have ruined, sooner or later, every public 
| man who had anything to do, either in its sg 
| tion or ratification; for it would have been in defi- | 
ance of the clearly-expressed will of the people, | 
and a sacrifice of their ‘* clear and unquestionable 
| territorial rights,’’ as well as of the ** national 
honor and interest.”’ 


Who doubts our title to Oregon—the whole of || 


Oregon? Is there any one in this House? I do 
not know the man. Why compromise on latitude 
49? That would leave, says the President, if the 
Columbia be adopted south of where that line 
crosses it, tivo-thirds of the whole territory on the 
British side, inciuding all the valuable harbors on the 
| Pacific. It is well known that the most important 
harbors, coasts, and islands, in Oregon, are be- | 
, tween latitude 47° and 54° 40’. The Power that | 
| shall permanently possess this portion of the Pa- 
cific coast, together with the northern half of Up- 


per California, will ultimately command the com- | 


| merce of the world, and that at no very distant 
period. Why surrender any portion of our own 
Oregon ?—and_ surely last of all the most import- 
ant part—the key to the whole. No, sir; I go for 
the whole, every foot of it. Though of mature 
years, I confess myself young in the business of 
legislation; and yet, sir, it does not seem to me 
so very complicated and difficult a matter. 1 ask 
myself what is clearly and plainly right. If I can 





see that, my unsophisticated mind leads me to pur- | 


sue it, without stopping to count the cost, or to 
calculate the consequences. I have been taught 


and believe in the trite maxim that honesty is the | 


best policy, in the long run, and in every position 
and condition in life. 
It is said this notice will produce war. 


If by 


this is meant that, should Great Britain persist | 


in her present attitude and demands in relation to 
Oregon, war must ultimately result, the proposi- 
tion is self-evident. But this assumes what I do 
not believe that she will do. Her interest must 
impel her to a different course, and therefore I do 
| not believe it. 


ted States will stand by and sustain their Presi- 
dent in maintaining their own just rights. Will 
the men who defined these rights at the Baltimore 


convention, and presented them to the Pesident | 


at his nomination as a rule of conduct in case of 
| his election, and which was accepted by him, now 
hesitate to support him, when honestly and faith- 


fully performing duties which they themselves | 


enjoined upon him to perform, as the conditions 
upon which they would support him? Iam not 
prepared to see this strange inconsistency. 

Mr. Chairman, this argument of war against the 
giving of the notice | am sorry to hear. It is out 
of place. It is the argument of our enemy. 
cessarily the same language is used by both, and 
from the lips of an American they grate upon my 
| ear. Even this question about a compromise is 

all a British argument, intended for effect, so far 


as England is concerned, in order to get the best | 
bargain possible in theend. Great Britain has no | 


idea of fighting us, but she is great at diplomatic 
bargains. 


although it may not be designed, is always of es- | 


sential service to her. Sir, in a war Great Britain 


has much more to fear than we have, and infinitely | 


more at stake. An unsettled population at home— 
restive, unquiet, unmanageable—already influen- 
cing, through public sentiment, the action of her 
strong and energetic Government against its wishes 
and its will—Europe, reposing under a long peace, 


full of combustible materials, and imbued with || 


the seeds of republican principles, which a trifle 

would ignite and blow into a flame—tIreland, un- 
der centuries of oppression, ready to take advan- 
tage of any commotion to better her condition, or 
throw off the yoke of dependence—Canada, ready 
for revolt, and anxious to relieve herself from co- 
lonial vassalaze—these are some of the certain 
consequences to follow in a war with the United 
States. We are told of the immense and over- 
whelming power of Great Britain, and of the weak- 
ness and unpreparedness of the United States for 
war. Sir, itis not so. Circumstances were never 
/ more unfavorable for her, or more favorable for 
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hat it was made, and that it was | us, if war must come, than now. We have a 
| finest material for an army and nay : 


c y in the world, 
as well of men as of everything else, ready at our 


hands. We should have, if not a superior na®al 
force to Great Britain, at least enough to destroy 
her commerce, her right arm upon the ocean, Ww 
are far better prepared to meet her in arms than ;. 
1812, or than ever before. Upon this subject | 
wish to institute a comparison. In 18]9, th 
American navy consisted of 42 national yesge). 
earrying in all 454 guns, and 2,294 men. Ip aq! 
dition, we had 228 private armed vessels, poy); 
ing from 2 to 22 guns each—in all 1,906 guns, anq 


nin 





But at all events, and whatever | 
may be the consequences, the people of the Uni- | 


Ne- | 


A little aid on this side of the water, | 


carrying 8,974 men. Great Britain had 932 armed 


vessels, nearly one-half of which were line-of-bar. 
| tle ships. Yet, notwithstanding this disparity o¢ 

force, the enemy lost, in the course of two-ard-y. 
half years, 2,360 merchant vessels—more thay gh 
lost during her long war with France from 1792 ;, 
the battte of Waterloo, in 1815. 

In 1845, the American navy consisted of 76 py». 
tional vessels; and in the event of hostilities w, 
should have at once, at the least, 500 private armed 
vessels, Great Britain has only 274 sailing yes. 
sels of all kinds, carrying from two guns and yp. 
wards. To this, add 100 steamers, and the sy.) 
| total of her naval force is counted. [ have said 

nothing of any steamers on our side, though it js 
| obvious that we should be able to combat our ey- 
/emy with the same weapons that she can wield 
against us. What, then, have we to fear that our 
/enemy must not fear more? It is with pain and 
uneasiness, therefore, that I hear gentlemen object 
| to giving this notice because war may be the pos- 
sible or probable consequence, even if they really 
think so. Why tell us that our cities will be laid 
| waste and burnt to ashes, or put under contrilu- 
| tion to swell the coffers of the victors? Why tell 
us that the fanatic abolitionist will turn traitor to 
his country, and, uniting with Christian and phi- 
'lanthropic England, instigate the slaves of the 
| South to rapine, plunder, conflagration, and mur- 
| der, and at the same time dare to invoke the name 


|| of the Deity and the Redeemer of the world to 


bless and prosper their efforts? Sir, this is too 
horrible. But we are told, too, that the President 
will not be sustained by his own friends—that 
they will “back out.” I do not believe this, but 
I am sorry to hear it on this floor, because this, 
too, like the line of compromise, comes from our 
enemies, and is but echoed here. As proof of this, 
I read an extract from the London Examiner of 
December 6: 

‘‘The views of Mr. Polk are evidently those of 
‘personal illustration. Not being an orator, and 
‘having little to do as a domestic statesman, Jack- 
‘son having already discomfited the moneyed aris- 
‘tocracy, he has chosen the Oregon to crown his 
|| *trophy, and wemay expect that he will persevere 
‘in theaim. The chief thing to. be considered is, 
‘how far he will be supported. There is nothing 
|‘ which the Americans are more opposed to than 
‘the fact of any one man carving importance and 
‘eminence for himself. They will not go to war 
‘in order to make Mr. Polkahero. But the west- 
‘ern and wild States have an indomitable desire to 
| be the sovereigns of the continent, and to extend 

‘their influence to the Pacific as well as to the At- 
‘lantic. As the United States now exist, these 
‘States are, as the French say, ‘in the end of a 
‘ bag,’ some passage to them, none through them. 
‘Were the empire and the high road of politics 
‘and commerce opened to the Pacific, they would 
‘form its centre. They insist, therefore, on the 
‘Oregon and on California. But what do the 
‘Southerns and Northeasterns say to this fixed 
| * purpose of Mr. Polk and of the West? Hitherto 
| ‘the Southerns and the Westerns have gone \ 
| ‘gether. The one slave-employing, the other slave 
|| rearing, both agreed in the matter of Texas, and 
|| ‘indeed hitherto in almost all great questions 0! 
'| «policy. Now, however, the South and the West 
|| “begin to fall asunder. The *‘ Genevese Traveller, 
'| a shrewd observer, who writes from America i 
‘the Times, remarks and records the fact. Phe 
'|*Southerns support but lukewarmly the me 
|| ‘ardor and pretensions of Polk. The Oregon, they 
| 

















‘ admit, is desirable, especially to the 49th degree; 
‘ but the present attainment of more 1s not worth a 
‘war with Great Britain, which would be a resu't 
‘contrary to both their interests and tastes. lf the 
‘ New York people were as disinclined to war 8s 
‘ the southern planters, they would at once put an 


|| extinguisher upon the martial inklings of Mr. 
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* the present session. Why not wait for this com- 
‘munication? Why insist on taking any steps in 
‘the dark, when, in a few weeks, at the most, we 
* shal! be able to act advisedly, and to see clearly, | 
‘the ground on which we are treading?” 

That, sir, was the reason urged then by that | 
gentleman, and by several other gentlemen, why | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


lution should not be passed—because negotiations 


were going on, and because a new President had | 


been elected, and this negotiation would, in all 

probability, be again opened; and it was folly, dis- 

respect, and madness, then, to proceed so far in 

relation to this matter when the proper authorities 
had it under consideration. And with this view, 

many persons voted against the notice. Again, 

the gentleman says: 

-**Sir, the reckless flippancy with which war is | 
‘spoken of in this House, and elsewhere, as a 
‘thing to be ‘let come’ rather than wait for the 

‘iesue of negotiations, is deserving, in my judg- 
* ment, of the severest rebuke and reprobation from | 
‘every Christian patriot and statesman. I say, 
* let it not come, let it never come, if any degree of 
‘honorable patience and forbearance will avert it. | 
‘I protest against any course of proceedings which 
‘shall invite or facilitate its approach.” 

Thus that honorable gentleman goes on to give 
the reasons why he should vote against the notice, 
at the last session of Congress. He says further: 

“Tagree with him (Mr. A. V. Brown] in his 
‘two principal positions. I coneur with him, first, 
‘in the opinion that it is inexpedient for us to ter- 
‘minate the convention of joint occupation until 
* negotiations have been sull longer pursued.’’ 

Again, he says: 

“Tt is now fully well understood that there are 
‘as good Jands on this side of the Rocky moun- 
‘tains as on the other, so far, at least, as the coun- 
‘try north of the forty-second degree of lautude is 
* concerned.”’ A j 

Here, he passes a eulogy upon a certain distin- 

uished individual, now in the other branch of the 
National Legislature: 

‘* Mr. Webster has dared to preserve the peace 
‘of the country by abating something of our ex- 
* treme territorial claims on the northeast, and he 
‘has earned the gratitude of all good citizens by 
* doing so.”’ 

I wonder, Mr. Chairman, whet gentlemen from 
Maine, and from all the East, and Northeast, will 
say as to the ** gratitude’’ due to that distinguished 
individual ? 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I undertake to say that that 
was the reason, as,I before observed, why this bill 
was not passed at the last session of Congress—be- 
cause this negouation was then pending. Now, we 
have the assertion of the President of the United 
States, and we have the correspondence between 
Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Calhoun and the British 
minister on this subject, and we are perfectly cer- 
tain that no negotiations on this subject can now 
be had. What, then, is our case? What course 
is itnecessary for us to pursue? Why, these very 
gentlemen are willing that we should take up to 
the line of 49°; and still they are afraid of war if 
we give the notice. Well, | put this question to 
the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. Bayty,}] who 
spoke a few days ago, and whose speech has made 
so much crimination and recrimination in this Hall: 
You will go for 49°, pass the notice to that effect, 
and where is the ofler of Great Britain to assent to 
that line? There is none; she never has made the 
ofler. Well; is she going to back out with this 
notice and take 499? Lask gentlemen to answer 
that question. We have offered 49°; she has ut- 
terly refused it; and now you are willing to give 
the notice and take forcible possession up to 49°, 
Would the gentleman from Virginia answer him? 

Mr. LEAKE was understood to say that he was | 
not for the notice, whether we took after it up to 
49° or to 54° 40’. 

Mr. SAWYER continued. Well, some of the 
gentlemen have been in favor of the notice, and 
for assuming jurisdiction to some extent; willing 
to give the notice, and take forcible possession up 
to 499°. Does not the same difficulty arise here as 
if we took up to 54° 40’? It must, or else the | 


English will back out; and if you go to fighting || 


for it from the mouth of the Columbia to 49°, | 
might you not as well include the whole and fight | 
for it? I think so. If we believe the country to | 
be ours, let us take possession of it, and let us de- | 


| try which she had not atoned for. 


| 


now notice that is worthy of consideration. The | 
gentleman from Virginia, the “lone star,’’ [refer- 

ring to Mr. Penpierton,] uses the language of the || 
old federal party in olden times in relation to other |! 
important parts of the country at this time—in re- || 


Sir, there is a branch of the subject that I shall 1 


| lation to the Louisiana purchase, including the || 
this bill should not be passed, and why this reso- || 


present States of Louisiana, Missouri, and Ark- 
ansas, and other territory. What was the objec- 
tion against that acquisition? Why, it was then 
said it was worth nothing, as the gentleman now || 
said of the Oregon territory. || 
Mr. PENDLETON was understood to inquire || 
by whom it was said that the Louisiana purchase || 
was worth nothing? 1] 
Mr. SAWYER. I did not propose to tell the || 
gentleman who the individuals were, but I tell you | 

that such a declaration went forth; and I will tell 

you some more of the language used; it was said 
that there were alligators enough on that land to | 
fence it, and the land itself was not worth having— ] 
not worth the purchase; and I take it that the gen- || 
tleman who uses the same language in relation te |! 
Oregon territory now, belongs to the same party that | 
made this declaration in reference to the Louisiana | 
purchase and to Florida. That was the language | 
| 


used in times gone by in relation to the acquisition 
of valuable territory; that is the language used | 
now, and it will be the language used by that par- } 
ty. And none of those who belong to the demo- || 
cratic or to the republican party use such language. || 
There is where I draw the distinction. |] 

Well, sir, Oregon is of immense value to us; and || 
it matters not whether we fight with England now || 
or hereafter. I prefer to bear the burden myself— || 
a portion of it; and, Mr. Chairman, while on this | 
subject, I do not yield in patriotism to any gentle- || 
man on this floor, and I believe I have given | 
proofs that I disregard a war with England. I | 
have published over my own signature that I | 
would vote for this resolution in the strong sense | 
of its meaning; and the very moment Eneland de- | 
clares war I will resign my seat on this floor, and || 
take my stand among my constituents to fight for || 


my own fireside and my country’s rights; I stand || 
pledged to do it, and I will doit. It matters not || 
when this war comes; come it must, if you give | 
the British possession all around us. How stands || 
the case now? Go to your eastern seabord, and || 
you find her possessions all around you; and she || 
is now trying to encircle you on the west. Well, | 
sir, what are the disadv' ntages under which we || 
labor with England ? | 

In this manner we have given England every | 
power to cripple and annoy us; and it is our own || 
fault that we have permitted Great Britain so to 
encircle us with her power as to render hostilities | 
with her almost inevitable. I have spoken of this |! 
northern continent as an island, and some gentle- 
men here have sneered at it; but I say again that || 
1 consider it merely as an island, and one the | 
whole of which we ought to occupy. Great Brit- | 
ain would find great trouble in disturbing us 3,000 | 
miles off, as she is, if she had no possessions upon || 
this little island of our own; but having so many 
possessions all around us, and in our immediate 
neighborhood on the coast, she has resting-places 
where she can run in for supplies, and to refit her 
ships, and even for building them. She can thus 
obtain her fuel, her arms and munitions. Say, | 
then, if it is not our own fault when we per- | 
mit such a state of things to continue. Shall we | 
support a policy that will ultimately exclude the | 
British power from the continent, or one that will 
encourage her to extend it? I fear that some gen- | 
tlemen are willing to give her a footing on the 
northwest coast; and in such manner as to enable 
her to give us great trouble hereafter, by adding | 
immensely to her present great means of annoy- 
ance. A gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Pey- 
DLETON] has said that Great Britain has never || 
done any wrong or injury to this country which | 
she has not repaired or apologized for. 

Mr. PENDLETON. f aid not say that. I said | 
that Great Britain had done no injury to this coun- | 








Mr. SAWYER continued, and said that this was | 
a matter of veracity between him and the gentle- | 
man from Virginia. He says that Great Britain has | 


_ to encounter, are instigated by England. 





done no injury that she has not atoned for. I say | 
that she has done much injury, and not atoned for 
it. Injuries were charged in the Declaration of In- 
dependence, and I undertake to say that these inju- 


fend and keep it at all hazards. \| ries are unredressed. Many of the charges brought 
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against her by this country heretofore are stil] 
subjects of complaint now. Some of these matterg 
of complaint were particularly mentioned the other 
day by my colleague, (Mr. Tuurman,] not one of 
which has ever heen atoned for. He spoke ot the 
burning of the Caroline, and many other thines 
But I wish to call the attention of this House to 
another and more grievous charge, to wit: that the 
Indian hostilities which we have long been obliged 
I wan 
to see the man that will stand up here and deny 
this. 

Thousands of pounds every year are appro. 
priated by Great Britain for largesses for the In 


| dians, and it is well understood that the purpose 


of these supplies is to encourage them to hostilj. 


| ties against the citizens of the United States. Great 
_ Britain makes annual payments as regularly as we 
| make appropriations at this or any session of Con. 
| gress, for the purpose of which I speak—i. ¢,. the 


instigation of the Indians to commit the most dam. 
nable and outrageous atrocities upon our people, 
The endeavors of the British to break the friend. 
ship between the Indians and the people of this 
country have so far succeeded, that it requires q 
large sum annually to buy our peace with them, 
Our frontiers have long been exposed to her 
most cruel outrages, where men, women, and chi}. 
dren have suffered, not only by being made cap. 
tives, but by being given up to savage torture and 
murder. The British officers themselves, afier the 
battle of the river Raisin, were compelled by the 
Indians to surrender American citizens to the de- 
mands of savage fury, to be tortured, and finally 
burnt at the stake; and this, sir, was never atoned 
for; and I will tell you, sir, that the American peo- 
ple will never rest satisfied, after those inhumani- 
ties, until they have a chance to ‘draw a bead” 


| upon such foes. 


I may perhaps feel the more sensibly on account 
of such wrongs, when I consider that my father 


_ was taken prisoner in that war by the Indians and 


British, and was not treated according to the dic- 


| tates of honor or humanity; and it was owing to 


wounds received from them that he is now unable 


| to get up or lie down in bed. I myself (said Mr. 
|S.) am determined, and my consutuents are de- 


termined, and I believe the American people are 
determined, to resent these injuries, which we 
have endured from Great Britain. Why, sir, has 


| she not twice brought her whole power upon us 


with a view to crush our independence? After the 
revolutionary war, their attempts in which had 
proved fruitless, they let us alone for a while; then 
they came across the waters a second time to as- 
sail us; and this, sir, they have never atoned for. 


| And now, because, forsooth, we are not ready to 


give up territory which actually belongs to us, 


| there are some gentlemen in this House who un- 


dertake to say that we are doing.injustice to Great 


| Britain, and attempt to apologize for our course on 
this floor. 101 ; 
| Britain takes any hostile position towards this 


Why, sir, the moment that Great 


ae dnl 
country a third time, ten thousand swords will be 


'| ready to fly from their scabbards, and a million of 

| rifles will be taken down from the pegs on which 

| they hang,and will be carried to the field wherever 

| English hostility is to be repelled; and, sir, I un- 

| dertake to say that those swords will never again 

| see their scabbards, nor will those rifles ever be re- ¢ 


placed, until they shall be drenched with the blood 
of the foreign invaders of our soil. , - 

Mr. PENDLETON here rose, and said that 1! 
the gentleman would give him leave, he would ask 
him now to place him (Mr. P.) in a proper pos 
tion as to the remark the gentleman had mace 


| about a question of meet etween himself and 


the gentleman. He wished the gentleman to ex- 


plain that it was not a question of veracity, but 


merely one of inference. : I 
Mr. 8. I did not intend anything personal. 
will repeat, that I understood the gentleman to say 
that England had atoned or apologized for every 


| outrage she had committed upon us. I say she 


has not done so. I have pointed out instances 1" 
proof of my assertion. If any gentleman can mer 
that England has apologized for those mjurie 

which I have referred to, I will yield the pout. 
She has, from the very first settlement of the coun- 
try to this time, wronged us in the most _ ‘ 
points. Why, sir, England claims Canada, : 
she has no right to it, and I’ll show it before I get 
through my remarks. I started, sir, in these re 
marks with the position that the Americans bave 
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sn exclusive right to this island, for the purpose 
of making her experiment of the adaptation of re- 
publican principles to the wants _and happiness of 
men. | advanced the doctrine, sir, that this North 
American continent, or island, as I for some pur- 
noses deem it, belongs exclusively to the people of 
the United States. ‘The principles upon which we 
started were enforced by George Washington, 
who established the metes and bounds of Ameri- 
canism, and they were afresh marked out by Old 
Hickory, and, sir, by General Scott. us 

We were a colony dependant on Great Britain 
when we conquered Canada in the war of 1745. 
This we did before we were an independent na- 
tion; and all the rights which Great Britain now 
has in Canada were obtained through us. Canada 
was conquered by our valor and our means. Even 
Virginia contributed to it. Therefore, (said Mr. 
s.,) [have said that Great Britain has no right to 
Canada, and that it belongs to Americans, who 
originally conquered it from the French and In- 
dians. é . 

| will put a case, sir, to the gentleman from Mis- 
sour, (Mr. L. H. Sims,] which he well under- 
stands. 1 will suppose this land but one great 
farm; yes, said Mr. Sims, I understand that per- 
fectly.| Suppose that we occupy this farm by 
American farmers. [I subscribe to that, said Mr. 
Siws.] What farmer will undertake to make his 
crop of corn, or wheat, or what not, without go- 
ing first to work to get rid of the weeds? He will 
hoe out his weeds. 

ut here we have Canada, Nova Scotia, and 
other British possessions around us, which are 
tares among our wheat. They, sir, are the weeds. 
How so? They prevent us from spreading our 
principles throughout the continent, and from fully 
carrying them out, and establishing free institu- 
tions. They diffuse monarchical principles amongst 
us. The seeds of these principles are carried 
abroad upon the wings of the wind, and spread 
among us these obnoxious weeds. Now, | con- 
sider that these obnoxious weeds must be eradi- 
cated, and that no more of them ought to be prop- 
avated, through these means, on our soil. We 
must grub them up by the root, before they infest 
the whole country. Let us eradicate all these odi- 
ous, federal, and monarchical British weeds. 

The moment that England, or any foreign power 
opposed to our system, obtains a foothold on our 
soil, and we permit it, we lend a club to break our 
own heads. What would Great Britain say if we 
gota foothold on her island, and put our institu- 
uons into operation there? We have just as good 
aright to do it as she has to establish her institu- 
tions here. Would she permit it for a moment? 


No; our principles are so different that they must | 


produce a perpetual collision, and we must drive 
out from our land all governments founded upon 
antagonistical principles. ‘This country is nearly 
large enough to enable us to make the republican 
experiment that we have endeavored to make. 

A gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Rockwett} 
has told us that the shipping interest will greatly 
sufler in a war; and he read to us several letters 
from ship-owners on the subject, advising us not 
to give the notice, because the shipping interests 
would be greatly injured by it. I admit his posi- 
ton to be true, that the shipping interests will, in 
one sense, be subject to detriment. I also admit 
that, in the same manner, what the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Hoxmes] has told us of the 
danger of the destruction of New York and Charles- 


ton, and other cities on the seaboard, is also true. | 


But for the evil that these gentlemen suggest, I 
will propose a case; and it 1s one that was suc- 
cessfully practised by an eminent physician in 
such cases—Dr. Jackson—when he undertook the 
defence of New Orleans: 

A certain cotton merchant came to General Jack- 
‘on and said that his bales of cotton had been 
taken for the purpose of making breastworks for 
the defence of ee Orleans. He wanted immediate 
payment or restoration, inasmuch as private prop- 
‘rly could not be taken for public uses, without 
compensation. General Jackson heard his com- 
plaint, and told him he would do what was right 
in the matter, and he pointed out a course that was 
a to be pursued in such cases. He sent im- 

ediately for a musket and twenty rounds of car- 
\ndges. “ The poor fellow, hearing this order, did 
hot know what was to become of him. But ve 
soon General Jackson put the musket in his hand, 
and said, Stand there, sir, and defend your cotton. 
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Thus General Jackson compelled him to stand ] planted inhim. When he charges us with follow- 


up and defend his rights. 


Let all others who || ing the lead of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


are interested in property in this manner defend || or of any man, he — for effect, and for an ef- 


their rights, and there will be no danger. Why, 
sir, we have men enough to form a solid column | 
from this place down to the seaboard, and those 
who are interested in the preservation of their 
property will defend it. This question of dollars | 
and cents cannot stand in the way of our national 

defence from foreign invasion. ho cares for the 


| burning of some few ships in a cause of such mag- | 





ee 
— 


| cient umes distinguished them ? 


nitude. Have we not made liberal reparation for | 
property destroyed by our enemy while it was 
used for the public service? The whole history of 
our legislation on this subject proves it. Applica- 


tions of this sort are now of daily occurrence. | 


|| fect not very credita 


le to him. I will not say of 
him, as the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 


|, Apams] once said of an eminent person at the other 
| end of the Capitol, that, after expressing such sen- 


timents as he has done, he has but one more step 
to take, and that will carry him over to the enemy. 

I have no doubt that the British press will pass 
high encomiums on the gentleman's speech, as they 
have done upon that of a distinguished gentleman 
who spoke in Faneuil Hall; but as to my speech, 
and that of my friend from Missouri, (Mr. Sis,] 
and a hundred others, they will set them down on 
their black list. In my opinion, some gentlemen 


1 will pay my respects for a few moments to the |, have put themselves in the position of advocating 


| gentleman from Virginia, who last spoke, [Mr. 


Leake.] 
I admit all that the gentleman claims for the Old | 
Dominion; but times change. The 
when Rome was the pride of the earth. So, many | 
of the old nations have in their day been great and 
productive of great men. But those nations are 


time was || 


not still the pride of the world, as once they were. || 


Do the great statesmen that once enlightened them 
appear in them now? Do all who come from them | 
now bear the impress of that greatness that in an- | 
No, sir. 
now speak of them as degenerate sons of noble 
sires. It does not follow that because Virginia has | 
been productive of so many Presidents, every one 
who comes into this House from that State will | 
also become a President. 
Another gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayxy] | 
has made some remarks to which I will briefly re- 
ply. ‘That gentleman, in the early part of the ses- 


I must || 


| *Sir Robert Peel cannot be callec 
| ‘public declaration for or against the President's 


sion, was charged with being a Whig by a gentle- || 


man from Kentucky, [Mr. Davis.] 1 was disposed 
upon one of my friends; but now I am inclined to 
agree with the gentleman from Kentucky, though 
at first | believed it to be a charge made for the 
purpose of detracting from the influence and stand- 
ing of one of my political friends. Speaking now 
ot Accomac, it was, if | am not mistaken, the dis- | 
trict from which Mr. Wise came. 
came here a Jackson man, died in the wool. 
became after a while anti-Jackson, and went back 


and appealed to his constituents, and they sent him || 


here again. After a while he became a ‘Tyler man; | 


and stl his constituents, changing with him, sent || ¢ over her friends.”’ 


The gentleman who now || 


him back to Congress. 
represents the same people has also changed his | 
front; for he was in 1840 an advocate for ** Tippe- 
canoe and Tyler too,’’? and made Whig speeches 
in my State. Under all these circumstances, sir, 
itappears to me that the electors in that district 
are not very stable, and do not care who they | 
elect. 

Some gentlemen here have charged me, and my 
friends who act with me, with following the lead | 
of the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Apams,] on this question. I tell those gen- | 
tlemen that, in making such a charge, they show 
that they do not understand the principles of dem- 
ocratic action. One gentleman remarked that com- 
pliments from a source always unfriendly to that 
distinguished member, [Mr. Apams,] could not be 
considered as praise. But I will say to that gen- 
tleman, that, in this remark, he has shown that he 
does not understand the true principles of Democ- 
racy. The time was when the Democratic party 
considered that the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


| 


him accordingly. But this did not a them 
from approving of his course when he acted right. 
But; sir, you cannot point to a single instance in 
that gentleman’s long public career, wherein in any 
controversy with a foreign power, and especially 
with England, he has not taken the side of his own 
country. ‘Ten thousand times, sir, would I rather 
follow the lead of that gentleman than follow a dis- 
tinguished leader in the other wing of the Capitol, 
who was once a Jackson man, and then became a 
bitter foe to Jackson, and not only inflicted a cen- 
sure upon Jackson, but refused to wipe it out or 
expunge. Put your finger, sir, on that gentleman, 
an he is not there. He has been in favor of, and 
against, every Administration. I do not doubt that 
the gentleman from Virginia, as he has said, has | 
been distinguished by the favors of the people in 

every form since he first came into public life; but 

I doubt whether the germ of democracy was ever 





| © in both houses.’ 
to resent the charge at first, as being unjustly made || 


Mr. Wise || 


'| tion, which was read for information. 
{[Mr. Apams,] was acting wrong, and they censured || 


England, and i fear this will more fully appear 


] admit that it was a great speech, and |) when we come to the vote. 


Mr. S. here referred to an article on the “ Ameri- 
can war mania,’’ that appeared in the ** Econo- 
mist,’ an English paper, very recently; and he 


| read the following passages from it: 


“If I could take the same liberty with Sir Rob- 
‘ert Peel that I used to do with my personal friends, 


|| ‘Lords Lansdowne and Monteagle, when they 


‘ were in office, I should very frankly tell him that 
‘ the policy of England, in order to preserve peace, 
‘is to remain perfectly quiet, and permit the sensi- 
‘ble and honest portion of the American people to 


|| keep in complete check the dishonest and reckless 
, 


‘ portion of it. 
‘* Fortunately for both countries, your Parlia- 
‘ment does not meet until February; and therefore 
upon for any 


‘easconade, until some demonstration has been 
‘made in Congress to show the feeling of parties 

“© Of the wickedness of such a war, and of the 
| * blessings of a continued peace, I need not enlarge, 
| ‘as they are self-evident to every honest man; but 
| © T will say, that should hostilities grow out of such 


‘ ns ifie ms ‘ ¥ ry , 
\|*an insignificant cause, the names of those who 
|| § wilfully occasion it will be transmitted to posteri- 


‘ty with no enviable immortality. The merchants, 
‘traders, ship-owners, and capitalists of America 


He || ‘ are opposed to war—the politicians alone are in 


‘favor of it! It is, therefore, the more to be de- 
‘sired that no hasty step on the part of the Brit- 
| fish Government should give her foes an advantage 


Now, sir, (said Mr.S.,) in order to carry out 


|| our views, and rid this whole continent of English 
|| power, we must extend our laws gradually but 
|| fully over the whole country, till we possess all 
|| that nature and nature’s God has given to us; and 
|| | hope that our principles of liberty will be extend- 


ed over the whole, and carried down to all genera- 
tions tocome. ‘The principles and the institutions 


|| that we received from Washington and Jackson f 


|| will use all my efforts to hand down to posterity 


as pure as when they came to us from our prede- 
|} cessors. 
| Mr. S. having concluded— 


|| Mr. BELL obtained the floor; but yielded to a 
|| motion (by Mr. Cocke) that the committee rise, 


| which (after some conversation) was agreed to. 
| So the committee rose and reported. 


\| Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 


| rolled Bills, reported correct the Texian post-route 
| bill. 
| Mr. COLLAMER asked leave to offer a resolu- 
The reso- 
lution, after having undergone the modification 
| hereafter suggested, was in the following words: 
Resolved, That the President be, and he is here- 
| by, requested to communicate to this House, so 
| far as in his opinion is not incompatible with the 
| public interest, all correspondence which has pass- 
| ed between the Government of Great Britain and 
| this Government, or by or between any of the 
| officers of said Governments in relation to the 
country west of the Rocky mountains, since the 
last annual Message of the President to this 
House. 
| Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON objected. 

Mr. COLLAMER moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to offer the resolution. 

And on that motion the yeas and nays were 
| asked, but the demiand was withdrawn. 

Mr. ASHMUN, however, renewed the demand 
- the yeas and nays, which the House refused to 
order. 








304 


Tellers were then asked for and appointed; and 


the resolution having been again read, 

The SPEAKER was about to put the question. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH said, he could see no 
impropriety in the adoption of the resolution. 

‘he SPEAKER said the question was on the 
motion to suépend the rules, and that motion was 
not debatable. 

And the question having been then taken, the 
affirmative vote was declared to be 89. 

Mr. COLLAMER rose to inquire whether the 
vote by tellers was not being taken on the demand 
for the yeas and nays? 

The SPEAKER said, on the suspension of the 
rules; the Chair had distinctly announced that the 
yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. COLLAMER called for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER said the demand was not in 
order, as the yeas and nays had already been re- 
fused. 

‘The negative vote was then taken, and there 
being a tic, the Speaker voted in the affirmative. 

So, two-thirds voting therefor, the rules were 
suspended. 

And the resolution being thus before the House, 
and the question being en the adoption thereof, 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN suggested that its language 
should be guarded in the usual way, (i.e., as to its 
compatibility with the public interests. ) 

Mr. COLLAMER said, if it was not so guarded, 
it was intended to be. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN moved to amend it, so as 
to insert the usual words, * if not incompatable 
with the public interests,” &e, 

Mr. COLLAMER said he had no objection; 
but it would be mere tautology. 

The resolution was modified accordingly. 

Mr. G. 8S. HOUSTON moved that the resolu- 
tion be laid on the table. 

Mr. COLLAMER asked for the yeas and nays. 

A motion to adjourn was made and withdrawn. 

‘The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 
motion of Mr. Houston, and being taken, resulted 
as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Benton, Biggs, 
James Black, Bowlin, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, 
William G. Brown, Cathcart, Chipman, Cobb, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Darragh, De Mott, Dob- 
bin, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Fries, 
Garvin, Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, Hoge, Hop- 
kins, George S. Houston, Hungerford, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Preston 
King, Leib, McClean, McDowell, McKay, John 
P. Martin, Barclay Martin, Moulton, Norris, 
Payne, Perrill, Price, Rathbun, Roberts, Russell, 
Sawtelle, Sawyer, Leonard H. Sims, Robert 
Smith, James ‘Thompson, Jacob ‘Thompson, 
‘Towns, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Yell, and 
Yost—62. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Ar- 
nold, Ashmun, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, 
James A. Black, Blanchard, Milton Brown, Buf- 
fington, Burt, William W. Campbell, Augustus 
A. Chapman, Clarke, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, 
Crozier, Culver, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Jefferson 
Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, Dromgoole, John 
Hl. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Ficklin, Foot, 
Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Hampton, Harper, 
Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Isaac E. Holmes, 
Hough, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washing- 
ton Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph Johnson, An- 
drew Johnson, Daniel P. King, Leake, La Sere, 
Lewis, Long, McClelland, McHenry, Mellvaine, 
Marsh, Miller, Owen, Perry, Pollock, Reid, Rhett, 
Ritter, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, 
Runk, Scammon, Schenck, Severance, Alexander 
D. Sims, Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb 
B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, 
‘Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Tibbatts, Til- 


rr “ , r . 
den, ‘Yoombs, Tredway, Trumbo, Vance, Vin- 


ton, White, Winthrop, Woodruff, Woodward, 


Wright, Yancey, and Youne—95. 
So the resolution was not laid on the table. 
And the question recurring, and having been 


= 


taken on the adoption thereof, it was decided in | 


the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES rose and said that, 
although he was not for taking all of Oregon, yet 
he was in favor of promoting the interests of that 
portion of the West which lay clearly within our 
Jurisdiction, He desired, therefore, to present the 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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memorial of the Memphis convention, with a view | 
to the improvement of all the West that could con- | 
eae be improved; and to move that the | 
memorial be referred to the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that it be | 
printed. 
Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON objected. 
Mr. HOLMES moved a suspension of the | 
rules, 
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON wanted to know | 
what the paper was; and its purport having been | 
again stated, Mr. T. expressed the hope that, as | 
it pertained to the interests of the West, it would | 
be received by general consent. 
The SPEAKER said the question would be on | 
the suspension of the rules. 
Mr. HOLM ES asked the yeas and nays. 
Pending which demand, a motion to adjourn 
was made, and being carried, 
The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 


By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of PeterG. Farnsworth, 


postmaster at Pembroke, Maine, asking additional compen- 
| sation: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads. : ¥ 
By Mr. W. HUNT: The petition of citizens of Niagara 
county, New York, for an improvement of the harbor of | 


| Eighteen-mile creek. 


| ment of a mail-route from Peru, in the county of La Salle, || 
| in said State, by Princeton, Bureau county, the county || 


| the Mississippi river. 


By Mr. MOSELEY: The petition of shipmasters and 


| seamen of the lakes, for an appropriation for finishing and 
| lighting Cattaraugus harbor, on Lake Erie. 


Also, affidavits | 


| 


in support of the petition of Amanda King, executrix of Geo. | 


| W. Fox, deceased, for compensation for property destroyed | 
| by the enemy in the late war with Great Britain. \| 
By Mr. MeCLELLAND: The petitions of P. Shamboldt, | 


first mate of the steamboat Lexington ; of J. Phelps, of brig 
[Hinois ; of Captain Oliver, of schooner Marion ; and of Cap- 
tain Hawkins, of schooner Velocity, in favor of the harbor | 
at Cattaraugus. 

By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition of Francis Hutinack, and 
papers accompanying it, for a pension: referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

My Mr. BIGGS: The petition of J. R. Ramsay and 139 


| other citizens of Washington county, North Carolina, and 
| the petition of Henry M. Daughtry and 84 other citizens of 
| Gates county, praying an appropriation to reopen Roanoke 
| inlet at Nag’s Head: referred to the Committee on Com- || 


merce. 
By Mr. M. L. MARTIN: The petition of citizens of Ra- 


cine to Jonesville. Also, the petition of citizens of Wiscon- | 
sin, for a post-route from Prairieville to Limestone. Also, 
the petition ofcitizens of Wisconsin, for appropriation ona | 


| road from Milwaukie to Madison. 


By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of Oliver Herrick, here- 


tofore presented, March 28, 1844. 1] 


By Mr. HOGE: The petition of H. L. Ainsworth and 185 
other citizens of the State of Llinois, praying the establish- 
seat of Henry county, and Millersburg, to New Boston, on 


By Mr. SAW'TELLE: The petition of S. Nickerson and | 


| Salathiel C. Nickerson, owners of the schooner Martha, of 


Belfast, Maine, that the sum to which said schooner is en- | 


| titled, as bounty or drawback, for having been employed at | 


| sea in the cod fisheries during the fishing season of 1837, 


| tee on Commerce. 


| ‘Tennessee, protesting against the authority of Congress to | ° . : whie 
eee ee : : '| racks, in relation to brevet and staff rank; which 


may be allowed and paid to them; referred to the Comunit- 


By Mr. PETTIT: The petition of James G. Garrard and | 
700 others, ladies and gentlemen, citizens of Kentucky and | 


appoint chaplains, and praying that hereafter no money may 


| be paid out of the United States treasury to any chapiain to | 


Congress, or in the army and navy; referred to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary. Also, the petition of P. W. Dunn 


| and 119 other citizens of North Brookfield, Ohio, praying | 
| in like manner; 


referred to the same committee. Also, | 


| the petition of Francis McBride and 23 others, citizens of | 


| other citizens of Michigan and Indiana, praying an appro- 





| Macadamized national road from a point at or near the ar- 


| Luke Erie, at the town of Erie. 


Butler county, Pennsylvania; referred to the same commit- | 
tee. Also, the petition of Lewis Steins and 45 others, citi- | 
zens of the same county and State, prayingin like manner; 
referred to the same committee. 

By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition and papers of Nathan 
Beman: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims. 

By Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The memorial of citizehs of | 
Marion county, Ohio, praying the establishment of a naval 
depot at Sandusky city, on Lake Erie: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. CATHCART: The memorial of Joseph Hall and 


»riation for the improvement of the harhor at New Buflalo, 

Michigan : referred to the Committee on Commerce. Also, | 

the petition of Asa F. Kellogg and others, upon the subject | 

e “ public domain: referred to the Committee on Public | 
ands. 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The memorial of residents of 
the State of New York, in relation to the duties on soda- 
ash, barilla, and sal-soda: referred. 

By Mr. JAMES THOMPSON : The resolution of the Le- 

islature of Pennsylvania, relative to the construction of a 





senal at Pittsburg, by way of the arsenal at Meadville, to 

Also, resolution of the Le- 

gislature of Pennsylvania against any increase of the rates 

oC postage: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
‘ost 3. 


By Mr. HUBARD: The petition of D. 
{ 


|| be derived from the improvement of the navig; 


|| Moines river, and praying an appropriation to defray the 
|| expense of a survey 0 


Feb. 4. 


; » Administra. 
tor tor the benefit of the children of Mrs. H. Watkins, ciai; 
ing arrears of pension under the act of July 7, 1831: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
By Mr. DODGE: Two petitions, very numerously signed 
by citizens of Iowa, representing the great advantages to 
ation of Des 


said river: referred to the Commit. 
tee on Roads and Canals. . 

By Mr. LA SERE: The petition of John Rareshide 
others, praying compensation for their services as volun- 
teers from the State of Louisiana to Texas, in 1845; referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of sundry citizens 
of Conneaut, Ohio, for a harbor: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 

By Mr. NORRIS: The petition of Moses Noble, prayin 
for the allowance of bounty to the fishing schooner Ruthe 
lost at sea while pursuing her fishing voyage. Also, the 
petition of William Shapley, praying Congress to allow him 
the sum of $40, with interest, to which he is entitled by vir- 


and 


|| tue of a resolution of Congress of the 26th of September 


| 1778. Also, the petition of Daniel Hoit and other citizen. 
| of Sandwich, New Hampshire, praying that the postage on 
| letters may be reduced to five cents for all distances, and 

that newspapers may be sent to all parts of the country gra- 
| tuitously, and that all restraints upon sending papers out of 
the mail may be removed. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 4, 1846. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 





| memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylya. 


/nia, praying the adoption of measures for the 

peaceful adjustment of all international difficulties; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Jy- 
diciary. 

Mr. J. also presented the memorial of Thomas 
Wilson, of Baltimore, praying the payment of the 
award made in his favor by the commissioners wn- 
| der the convention with Mexico for the settlement 
| of the claims of citizens of the United States against 

that Government; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Foreign Relations. 
Mr. CASS presented the petition of John Bron- 
| son, praying compensation for property taken by 
| the enemy during the late war with Great Britain; 
| which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. C. also presented the memorial of Simeon 
| Rousseau, praying the right of pre-eyption to a 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





|| tract of land in the State of Michigan; which was 
| cine, Wisconsin, for an appropriation on a road from Ra- | 


referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. C. further presented a remonstrance against 
| the annexation of Texas; which was laid on the 
| table. 
Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
Louisa Livingston and others, praying the pay- 
| ment of the awards made in their favor under the 
convention with Mexico for the settlement of the 
claims of citizens of the United States against that 


| 


|| Government; which was referred to the Commitice 


on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

| Mr. DICKINSON presented three memorials, 
signed by shipmasters and seamen engaged in the 
| navigation of the lakes, praying that Cattaraugus 


harbor may be completed and lighted; which were 
| 


|| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. BENTON presented a petition of officers of 
the United States army, stationed at Jefferson Bar- 


was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| Mr. STURGEON presented the following reso- 


lution; which was agreed to: ’ 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 

structed to inquire into the expediency of placing 

Thomas Hall on the United States pension list. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the following 
resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail-route from 5t. - 
seph’s, in the county of Berrien, in the State 0 
ichigun, to Milwaukie, in the Territory of Wis- 


consin, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. PENNYBACKER desired to be excused 
from serving further upon the Committee of Claims; 
which request was granted. , 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, the President was 
| empowered to fill the vacancy occasioned in the 
Committee of Claims by the resignation of Mr. 
PENNYBACKER. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred “ a to pee! cee = 
‘levying a duty on imported salt, and granting cer” 
‘ tain Sebi inten tad allowances to iene 
‘ vessels, in lieu of a drawback of the duties pa 

| © on foreign salt used on fish exported,”’ report 


| 
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